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Local News

To build a stronger community,
people need to get involved
By CANDICE SIGMON
Special to The News Herald

MORGANTON - Western.
Piedmont Community College
began its annual Fall Speakers
Forum/Ervin Const i tut ional
Issues Program Monday night
with an in-depth discussion of
the importance of the growing
population of immigrants in the
United States.

Bennett M. Judkins, chair of
the Department of Social and
Behavior at Sciences at Lenoir-
Rhyne College, addressed an
audience of college students,
faculty and staff, and interested
members of the community in
the college's Leviton Auditori-
um.

Judkins began by explaining
the impact that the growing
immigrant population is creat-
ing in our society. He also
spoke about the increasing
detachment in communities on
the part of many citizens. Sev-
enty seven percent of baby
boomers interviewed in 1987

said the nation was worse off
because of "less involvement in
community activities."

This lack of citizen involve-
ment in the direction of our
communities can be addressed
by bui ld ing r e l a t i onsh ips
between newcomers and immi-
grants and existing communities
thereby creating a closer com-
munity.

Judkins stated, "As our
nation becomes culturally
diverse, the difficulties of build-
ing community becomes even
more critical."

Judkins strongly encouraged
that everyone in the community,
not just WPCC students, should
become involved. Judkins spoke
of an experimental program
called "The Conversations" in
which a group of 41 citizens
from different racial back-
grounds held conversations in
their community on various top-
ics to get people involved and to
create bonds between them.

Judkins also suggested that a
unique incentive exists for peo-

ple who live in the same com-
munity to listen to each other.
Everyone's best interest is
served, no matter what racial or
cultural background, when they
learn from each other and find
common ground among diver-
gent viewpoints.

In closing, Judkins believes
that understanding and building
neighborly relationships with
people who are different racially
or from different backgrounds is
of the utmost importance for
America's future.

Tuesday evening's Speakers
Forum session will be held in
Leviton Auditorium beginning
at 7:15 and will feature a pre-
sentation by Dr. Cynthia
Combs, professor of Political
Science at the University of
North Carolina in Charlotte. Dr.
Combs will address the effects
of global terrorism.

Candice Sigmon is a student
at Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College. >

Bennett Judkins spoke about cultural diversity and how
understanding builds neighborly relationships at the Fall
Speakers Forum at Western Piedmont. The forum continues
tonight and Wednesday at 7:15 p.m.
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Profiling terrorists feasible,
prosecuting same may not be
By CHARLES M. CLAY 111
Special to The News Herald

MORGANTON - Combat-
ing terrorism without infringing
on citizen's rights and freedoms
was the topic of Tuesday's Fall
Speakers Forum hosted by
Western Piedmont Community
College.

Leviton Auditorium was
without an empty seat as local
townspeople as well as faculty,
staff, and students of WPCC
gathered to listen and discuss
issues concerning global terror-
ism as pertaining to the United
States Constitution.

Dr. Cynthia Combs, profes-
sor of political science at the
University of North Carolina at
Charlotte and author of 'Terror-
ism in the 21st Century" (Pren-
tice Hall), spoke in a conversa-
tional manner of the characteris-
tics of terrorism and how it dif-
fers from other conventional
acts of violence perpetuated in
society.

In this presentation, Combs
discussed the objectives of ter-
ror, motivations and profiles of
terrorists, and ways in which
citizens of a democratic society
can take steps toward neutraliz-

ing the threat while simultane-
ously preserving their civil
rights.

The major dilemma in com-
bating the threat rests in the elu-
siveness of the definition of ter-
rorism in context of prosecuting
crimes within the legislative
system. In essence, the major
objectives of terrorism involve
widespread violence targeting
innocent people so as to moti-
vate or manipulate political
agendas which reshape cultural
climates through instilling fear.
While profiling organizations
and individuals whose conduct
and patterns could be deemed as
suspicious is feasible, the means
by which to prosecute individu-
als before acts of terrorism
could culminate are limited.

Primarily, behavior becom-
ing of terrorists ranges from
militia activity and stockpiling
of potentially volatile materials
and substances to extensive
research pertaining to foreign
government agendas. With such
vague parameters of human
behavior that could possibly be
associated with terrorism, pin-
pointing the odd among the nor-
mal becomes the surmounting
task through which to wade.

Conventionally, the main
weapon used to counteract the
threat of terrorism consists of
the wealth of information and
intelligence gathered through
surveillance. In that light, the
overall issue becomes a matter
of at what point surveillance
becomes an invasion of privacy
and infringement on our consti-
tutional rights and freedoms.

Ultimately, the call to
embrace cultural diversity was
presented as an alternative to
more aggressive means of com-
bating the emergence of terror-
ism, where understanding and
interrelating were offered in
place of bombs and wiretaps.

Tonight's presentation "The
Global Environment: Financial
and Demographic Trends and
Their Impact on Strategy," with
Dr. Shehzad Mian will conclude
the Fall Speakers Forum.
Mian's presentation will begin
at 7:15 p.m. in the Leviton
Auditorium in Moore Hall. The
sessions are free of charge and
open to the public.

Charles M. Clay HI is a stu-
dent at Western Piedmont Com-
munity College.
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Speaker: Now is
the time to invest
in the United States
By HOLLI MARR
Special to The News Herald

MORGANTON - Western
Piedmont Community College
hosted Dr. Shehzad Mian at the
annual Fall Speakers Forum
Wednesday at the Leviton Audi-
torium.

Dr. Mian is a professor of
finance at Goizueta Business
School, part of Emory Universi-
ty in Atlanta.

Mian received his bachelor's
degree in economics from the
London School of Economics,
and his master's degree in cor-
porate finance at the University
of Rochester as well as his
Ph.D.

Dr. Mian is widely recog-
nized as an outstanding educator
at Emory and was recently nom-
inated to serve on the Emory
University Senate and Faculty
Council. His research on chief
financial officers was recently
published in Wharton Leader-
ship Digest, and his work has
been published in many other
publications as well. These are
just a few of the notable
achievements Dr. Mian has
accomplished.

He spoke Wednesday night
on "Globalization" and the
global economic environment
and their impact on the U.S.
economy. He mentioned that
world trade has been very suc-
cessful this past year in that it
has increased 24 times the rate
it was in 1950. When the U.S.
attracts capital from foreign
investors, the U.S. will also
increase its assets from abroad.
Fourteen percent of today's U.S.
output is importation, which
shows an increase in the domes-
tic economy.

Dr. Mian stated that the trade
deficits of the U.S. are currently
$450 billion, which is a record
high, but we compete with Chi-
na which has the largest amount
of trade deficit in the world, fol-
lowed by Japan.

However, the economy of the
world is greatly affected by the
economic growth of the U.S.,

Dr. Shehzad Mian

especially neighboring coun-
tries. Dr. Mian stated, "When
the U.S. sneezes, Canada and
Mexico catch a cold." Slow
growth in the U.S. means less
U.S. imports, which slows for-
eign growth and creates less
U.S. exports. This creates a
cycle of global slowdown.

Today, the world population
grows to 100 people approxi-
mately every 46 seconds. The
U.S. is currently at a stable fer-
tility rate, which is expected to
increase in upcoming years.
However, Dr. Mian says that
"the U.S. is aging," and eventu-
ally the ratio of older people to
the working class will decrease.

Dr. Mian summed up saying
in order for the U.S. to continue
to be economically successful,
upcoming generations must
seek more opportunities to pre-
vent a global slowdown.

The U.S. is preparing for the
emerging global economy. We
as individuals need to start
preparing ourselves to make the
transition more effective. Now
is the time to invest in the Unit-
ed States and in the world.

Mian concludes the Fall
Spakers Forum and Ervin Con-
stitutional Issues Program at
WPCC.

gb Holli Marr is a student at
Western Piedmont Community
College.
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