






WPCC Fall Speakers Forum to /bens on political issues
By BILL POTEAT
Managing Editor

.Campaign '92 and the issues facing local
voters will be the focus of Western Piedmont
Community College's Fall Speakers' Forum
which will begin Monday and continue through
Thursday c. the college campus. )

The title of this year's forum is "The Power
of the Polls, Election Issues 1992."

The forum, which has been sponsored each
year by the college for the past decade, has in
the past focused on such issues as the Middle

East, the environment and the changing face of
the Soviet Union.

"We really couldn't think of any forum topic
which would be more timely for this year's
forum," said WPCC faculty member Paul
Wardzinski, who is helping to coordinate this
year's event.

"We hope to help increase the interest of our
students in this year's election," Wardzinski
added, "with the hope that more of them will go
to the polls in November."

Wardzinski noted that the forum will tie in
with a voter registration drive to be held on the

campus of WPCC on Wednesday and Thursday.
The forum will feature remarks by the chair-

men of the state's Democratic and Republican
parties, as well as a group discussion involving
the six candidates for county commissioner in
Burke County.

The schedule for the forum:
• Monday at 7:15 p.m., Jack Hawke, chair-

man of the N.C. Republican Party, will speak
on the topic, "You Should Vote Republican in
'92."

• Tuesday at 7:15 p.m., Schley R. Lyons,
dean of arts and sciences at the University of

North Carolina at Charlotte, will speak on,
"The Two Party System: An Overview of
Issues in 1992." ' ,

• Wednesday at 11 a.m., the six candidates
for county commissioners will present their
views.

• Thursday at 7:15 p.m., Herbert Hyde,
chairman of the N.C.' Democratic Party, will
speak on the topic, "You Should Vote Demo-
cratic in '92." j

All of the evening sessions will be held in the
i
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college's Moore Auditorium. The 11
a.m. discussion with the county com-
mission candidates will be held in
the school's Hildebrand Cafeteria.

Close shaves

BOSTON (AP) — During an aver-
age lifetime, a man will remove
about 27 Ms feet of whiskers from his
fill remove about 27% feet of whisk-
ers from his face through shaving.

According to shaving industry re-
searchers, it would take an esti-

The county commission candi-
dates scheduled to attend that dis-
cussion are: Democrats Jim Caleb,
Jim Brinkley and Alfred Patton, as
well as Republicans Graham Ander-
son, Thomas McCurry and Frank
Wise.

Three of those candidates will be
elected to the Burke County Com-
mission in November.

"Our first goal is to get our stu-
dents interested in and involved in
this forum," said Wardzinski. "But,
as always, we want to welcome the
community to our campus and urge
them to be a part of this event as
well."



WPCC forum gives
great opportunity
to local community

G oodness gracious!
A five-minute spot

on ABC's "World
News Tonight" one week and
now a visit from Democratic
vice presidential nominee Al
Gore the next.

Maybe somebody ought to
call Rand-McNally and tell
them to increase the size of
the type they use to spell
"MORGANTON" because,
by golly, we're on the map.

In this flurry of national
attention we hope local folks
with an interest in the up-
coming elections won't for-
get Western Piedmont
Community College's Fall
Speakers' Forum, which be-
gins tonight.

As has been the case each
year for a decade now, the
good folks at our local college
have done an outstanding job
in lining up a week of out-
standing speakers.

"The Power of the Polls,
Election Issues 1992" is the
theme of this year's forum
which will be held in conjunc-
tion with a voter registration
drive on the college campus.

As always, the forum is
aimed first at WPCC stu-
dents but local residents are
encouraged to come out and
listen in as well.

The schedule:
• Today at 7:15 p.m., Jack

Hawke, chairman of the N.C.
Republican Party, will speak

Editorial

on the topic, "You Should
Vote Republican in 1992."

• Tuesday at 7:15 p.m.,
Schley R. Lyons, dean of arts
and sciences at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at
Charlotte, will speak on,
"The Two Party System: An
Overview of Issues in 1992."

• Wednesday at 11 a.m.,
the six candidates for county
commissioner in Burke
County will present their
views.

• Thursday at 7:15 p.m.,
Herbert Hyde, chairman of
the N.C. Democratic Party,
will speak on the topic, "You
Should Vote Democratic in
1992."

All of the evening sessions
will be held in the college's
Moore Auditorium while
Wednesday's gathering of
the county commission can-
didates will take place in the
school's Hildebrand Cafete-
ria.

Hopefully, last week's visit
to Morganton by Peter Jen-
nings, Thursday's stop in
town by Al Gore and the
WPCC forum will all serve to
increase interest in the up-
coming elections and get
more people out to vote on
Nov. 3.



Hawke:
N.C. vote
critical

By JULIE BALL
News Herald Staff Writer

North Carolina is a "battle-
ground" in this year's presidential

•'race and the state's voters are crit-
ical of both President Bush and
Democratic presidential nominee
Bill Clinton, according to the head of
the state Republican Party.

"Both parties are putting an em-
phasis on North Carolina. We're a
battleground," said Jack Hawke,
chairman of the North Carolina Re-
publican Party.

"I do think the president will carry
North Carolina. It's (the margin)
not going to be as big as it was four
years ago," Hawke said Monday
night during the Fall Speaker's Fo-
rum at Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College.

Hawke, who has served as chair-
man of the state Republican Party
since 1987, spoke to an audience of
more 100 people, mostly students,
touching on a variety of issues.

After the forum, Hawke said
North Carolina's 14 electoral votes
make it a key state to both sides.

"Our 14 electoral votes could
make a difference. When you have
as many (votes) as we do, it be-
comes a battleground," Hawke said.

Hawke says both sides feel they
can win the state. "If Clinton is to
break the South in any meaningful
way, they have got to carry North
Carolina," Hawke said.

Both candidates have been cam-
paigning hard in the state. Bush is
expected to be in Greensboro on
Wednesday while Democratic vice
presidential candidate Al Gore is
expected to be in Morganton Thurs-
day.

Hawke says interest in the state is
good for voters because it allows
them more of a chance to see the
candidates.

Ross Perot, who is on the ballot in
North Carolina, is "fading right now
as a major player in North Caro-
lina," according to Hawke.

Perot has hinted that he might
reconsider a bid for the presidency
as an independent.

Hawke says Perot will still get
some votes. "Perot's going to get
some votes and in a very tight elec-
tion that could swing it one way or

•fr Please turn to page 5

&aU.

Hawke: N.C.
vote critical
* From page one

the other," Hawke said.
The big issue this election year is

the ecomony, according to Hawke.
"I think people are concerned

about a large variety of other issues.
But most of them pale in comparison
to the economy," Hawke said.

Hawke says he is "a little disap-
pointed" that Bush isn't "stressing
his international leadership."

Hawke says Bush would have a big
lead in the polls were it not for the
"worldwide recession,"'and a "per-
ceived broken promise of no new
taxes."

Hawke also said Bush made a
mistake by raising taxes. "But in his
behalf, I'll say what he was trying to
do was address the question we've
been talking about," Hawke said.

During Monday night's forum,
Hawke fielded some tough questions
from the audience about the federal
deficit, education, cutting entitle-
ment programs, abortion, the envi-
ronment, AIDS research, and the
issue of prisoners of war in Asia.

On the POW issue, one man asked
when the issue would be resolved.
"You don't leave your dead and your
wounded behind," he told Hawke.

Hawke said both sides are hearing
tougher questions this election year.
"I think that both parties have been
asked tough, more penetrating ques-
tions than they have been in recent
elections," Hawke said.

But he encouraged those in the
audience to get involved in the politi-
cal process.

"Only by having everybody in-
volved are we ever going to have a
'eeling of pride and confidence in
our government," Hawke told the
group.

Hawke described the Republican
Party as "the party of the future."

"I know we're the party on the
move in North Carolina," Hawke
said.

The Republican Party is "based
on a belief in the strength of the
individual," according to Hawke.

Hawke criticized Democrats, say-
ing they believe they can solve prob-
lems "with another program."

"If you look at the last time the
Democrats had control of the presi-
dency and Congress, I think you get
a clear view of what happens,"
Hawke said referring to the adminis-
tration of Jimmy Carter.

Hawke blamed Carter ana Demo-
crats in Congress in the late 1970s for
runaway inflation," high interest

rates, and cuts in defense spending
When the Speaker's Forum contin-

ues today, Schley R. Lyons of the
University of North Carolina at
Charlotte will speak on "The Two
Party System: An Overview of Is-
sues in 1992." The forum will get
under way at 7:15 p.m. in Moore
Auditorium.

On Thursday, Herbert Hyde the
chairman of the state Democratic
Party will get his chance to spea \t the Democratic Party.



Professional politics Political analyst speaks
hurts democracy,
political analyst says

By RAE BEASLEY
News Herald Staff Writer

Politicians in this country have
gone into politics with the idea that
once elected, they are a career poli-
tician, said Schley Lyons, the dean
of arts and sciences at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Charlotte,
during a political forum held at
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege Tuesday.

"Professional politics are not good
for a democratic society," said
Lyons, who has served as a political
analyst for Charlotte-area news me-
dia. "Many voters see themselves as
governed by a class of professional
politicians and most Americans re-
sent that fact."

Lyons also said that he felt the
country no longer had a two-party
system and that voter frustration
and anger had become a very real
issue this election.

"Now we have the incumbents and
the challengers," he said. "Politicial
parties are not as important now as
they were 30 or 40 years ago. The
issues don't count very much be-

cause the candidates don't make
clear distinctions about the issues.
We tend to focus on the personalities
and the attitudes of a person rather
than the issues. So politicians began
to sell themselves independent of the
issues, the party and the ideology.
They are in politics to make a ca-
reer, not solve a problem."

Politicians, therefore, begin to at-
tack their opponents and try to dis-
credit them, he said.

"Today politicians often focus on
their goals and careers and are often
predisposed to mindless bickering
and rivalry," he said. "Those who
live by personal appeal often die by
personal appeal. Politicians often
win by telling the voters, 'If you vote
for him, you are voting for someone
worse than me.'" There are some
politicians such as Jesse Jacksc.ii,
Ted Kennedy and Ronald Reay.,<i
that can survive personal attack.;,
Lyons said.

"These people stand for a set of
goals and a political agenda that is
larger than themselves."
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Lyons said he felt that President

George Bush would lose the election
due to this idea.

"George Bush says "Stay the
course" yet some say what is the
course," he said. "Bush is not identi-
fied with a certain set of ideas."

Politicians that approach politics
from the outside and have little
experience often appeal as the best
candidates for voters, Lyons said.

"The amateurs often suit voters,"
he said. "They (amateurs) are more
in tune with the real issues and are
willing to take a chance. They have
other jobs that provide their income
and do not see politics as a career."

Ross Perot, who has hinted that he
might seek office this election but
has not officially declared himself a
candidate, is a good example of this,
he said.

Another problem with politics to-
day is the fact that American citi-
zens have voted for a Republican
president and a Democratic Con-
gress.

"Who's to blame for this," he said.
"You can't govern correctly by
doing this."

The deficit will be one of the most
important issues this election, Lyons
told the group of students, faculty
and staff.

"Polticians are not discussing the
issues," he said. "They talk about
things like cutting taxes, providing
jobs and improving education. But
these are not really the issues. Who
is not for these things? What the
American public needs to do is hold
the candidates' feet to the fire and
ask them how to solve the deficit and
where the money will come from.
Those are the issues. Most poli-
ticians will not answer these ques-
tions directly because if they do they
give someone out there a reason not
to vote for them."

This election will,also see 150 new
members in Congress, one of the
biggest turn-overs in the last SO
years, he said.

"It will be interesting to see how
women will affect government," lie
said.



County commission candidates
By KEVIN ELLIS
News Herald Staff Writer

The six candidates for the Burke
County Commission discussed their
views Wednesday at the Fall Speak-
ers' Forum held on the campus of
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege.

It was the first forum for the
commission nominees. Democrats
Jim Brinkley, Jim Gates and Alfred
Patton and Republicans Graham
•'Pee Wee" Anderson, Tom Mc-
Curry and Frank Wise attended.

More than 100 people attended the
Jorum, mostly students who were
reportedly encouraged by teachers
o attend.

Like in past years, Republican
candidates came out against any
raising of county property taxes,
with all three saying they would
agree to increasing taxes under only
the most severe situations.

"Very drastic measures would be
needed for this county before I would
support anything that would in-
crease your taxes," Anderson said.

The Democrats said they could see
reasons for increasing taxes, partic-
ularly if it meant improving educa-
tion or providing a service county
residents wanted.

"I have never promised that I
would never raise taxes," Brinkley
said. "I've just said I will do the best
I can in controlling the budget."

One student questioned the Repub-
lican candidates' support for county
schools while laying claim to a no
additional taxes pledge.

The three Republicans said
schools were receiving adequate
funds and that increases could be
made by cutting "the fat and the
perks" from other parts of the bud-
get. None of the three Republicans
said where those cuts would be made
from.

At one point, Patton, the only
incumbent running said, "I guess
I'm the only one here who doesn't
think there is any fat in the budget. '

Republican candidates also err
icized the decision to build a »:
million jail away from the cot-r"

air views at WPCC forum

Gates Patton Brinkley McCurry Wise Anderson

house.
The final decision has not been

made on the jail, however, Patton
said after the meeting that unless
something holds up the commis-
sion's plans the funds for the new jail

will already be committed by the
time of November's election.

Patton also blamed political oppo-
nents for the recent opposition to the
county's jail plans.

"There's nothing Republicans

would like to see better than for this
jail to cost $10 million or $15 million
and it's (going to cost) $5 million,"
Patton said.
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Democrat attorneys, notably for-
mer county Democratic Party
Chairman Bob Ledford, have also
opposed the jail's construction away
from the courthouse.

"For them it's just convience,"
Patton said. "It's easier to walk out
your door to the courthouse."

Cates, a commissioner for seven
years, stressed his experience and
.committment to open government.

"If the people are informed you
don't have a lot of problems," he
said.
; i.Concerning taxes, Gates said, "A
person would be an idiot to want to
raise taxes."

Wise, who had never voted before
he filed for office, said it was time
for more people to become involved
in government.

McCurry, a former tax office em-
ployee who serves on a number of
county boards, said his knowledge
and committment would help ensure
good government.

"This county is on a disastorous
course," McCurry said. "There is
chaos in Burke County govern-
ment—Burke County is burning due
to the lack of love and faith it has in
its citizens."

Patton said he felt confident to run
on his record.

"Burke County is leading the state
in bringing In jobs. Trash along the

highway is being picked up," Patton
said. He also said that the county's
zoning ordinance, the Land Use
Management Ordinance, had re-
cently kept a sawmill from locating
in a residential area.

Brinkley said his main interest
would be budgetary control and
strengthening the relationship be-
tween the commission and school
board.

"We have got to work together
toward a common goal and that goal
is education," Brinkley said.

At today's final forum, state Dem-
ocratic Party Chairman Herbert
Hyde will speak at 7:15 p.m. in
Moore Auditorium on why voters
should support the Democratic
Party.



Clinton win seen Hyde predicts
by top N.C. Demo Demo victory

By JULIE BALL
News Herald Staff Writer

The head of the state Democratic
Party agrees with his Republican
counterpart that f
North Carolina is|
a key state in the :
upcoming presi- \l election, i

but Herbert Hyde |
has a different |
idea about which |
candidate will!
carry the state.

Hyde spoke to a *
group of more Hyde
than 100 people at Western Piedmont
Community College on Thursday as
part of WPCC's Fall Speakers' Fo-
rum. Hyde's speech was called "You
Should Vote Democratic in 1992."

On Monday, Jack Hawke, chair-
man of the state Republican Party,
told a group at Western Piedmont
why "You Should Vote Republican
in 1992."
—Both men agree North Carolina is
a key state in the presidential race,

but Hyde says he believes Demo-
cratic presidential nominee Bill
Clinton will carry North Carolina.

"Clinton will take it in North Caro-
lina," Hyde said following Thursday
night's forum.

Heavy campaigning in the state by
both sides shows how important
North Carolina is in this year's elec-
tion, according to Hyde.

"Because it's (North Carolina)
gone Republican so many times in
the last several years, now it's turn-
ing the other way and it's pivotal,"
Hyde said.

Hyde has been chairman of the
state Democratic Party since 1991.
He also represents a portion of
Burke County as a state senator
from the 28th District.

Hyde says he feels good about
Clinton's chances. "I haven't felt so
good since John Kennedy," he said.

Hyde says Ross Perot, who has
hinted he may enter the race as an
independent, hurt his chances when
he told supporters earlier in the year
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that he had decided not to enter the
race.

"He's not going to have nearly the
effect if he gets back into it now,"
Hyde said.

But Hyde admits Perot could play
the part of "spoiler."

The big issue in the race is the
economy, according to Hyde.

"It's fear (about the economy)
more than anything else," Hyde
said. Hyde said many voters have
the feeling Bush "doesn't care."
"That's the secret to the election so
far," he said.

Hyde told the group at Western
Piedmont, "This campaign should
be about the economy."

Other issues are public education,
the federal deficit, welfare reform,
investment in roads, bridges and
other public projects as well as
"private liberties," according to
Hyde.

"Democrats believe in that (pri-
vate liberties) and they do not be-
lieve the government should
intervene and make choices for peo-
ple," Hyde said.

Following Hyde's talk, members
of the audience asked questions
about education, the environment,
abortion and health care.

Hyde told the group he would not
favor a lottery to pay for education.
"I will not vote for a lottery. I think
it sends the wrong message from the
state," Hyde said.

Hyde also said he does not support
term limits for those in office. Vot-
ers can already limit terms by sim-
ply voting out those in office,
according to Hyde.

Hyde's talk was the last of the
four-part Fall Speakers' Forum
which organizers are calling a suc-
cess.

Jami LeFevers, of Phi Theta
Kappa, which helped organize the
forum, says students at Western
Piedmont are getting excited about
the election.

About 180 students were regis-
tered to vote during a two-day voter
registration drive held in conjunc-
tion with the forum.

"I've seen a resurgence of duty to
what they believe in," LeFevers
said.
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