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"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the

general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

- The Preamble of the Constitution of the United States

1987 FALL SPEAKERS' FORUM:

THE LIVING CONSTITUTION
Wednesday, September 16,1987

Judge Samuel James Ervin, III, 4th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals
"The History & Background of the Creation of the Constitution"

Monday, October 19,1987
Mr. J. Charles Waldrup, Assistant Attorney General of North Carolina,
Assigned to North Carolina Memorial Hospital

'The AIDS Epidemic and the Law"
-^Thursday, October 22,1987

Dr. Dennis Dorm, Professor of Political Science,
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte

"The Supreme Court and the 'Living' Constitution: Approaches to
Interpreting our Fundamental Law"

Each presentation will begin at 7:30 p.m. in WPCC's Moore Auditorium
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Professor to conclude forum
Western Piedmont Community College's Fall Speaker's Forum will

wrap up Oct. 22 when Dennis Dorin speaks in Moore Auditorium at 7:30
p.m.

His presentation will examine the legal interpretations of the U.S.
Constitution, including whether the founding fathers expected the Constitu-
tion to remain an absolute inflexible document. He will also discuss the
possibilities of a new Constitutional congress.

Dorrin is a political science professor at the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte.

He earned his master's degree and doctorate in government from the
University of Virginia.

He has written of numerous articles on political science, many dealing
with capital punishment.

For more information, call Paul Wardzinski or Tom Hardy at WPCC at
437-8688.
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iBurke celebrates Constitutions oicentennial
By KELLY WINTERS
News Herald Staff Writer

Burke County will mark the bicen-
iennial of the U.S. Constitution dur-
ing the next two weeks with
celebrations and special events
planned in municipalities through-
out the county.

In connection with the Morganton
Woman's Club observance of the
bicentennial, Morganton Mayor Mel
Cohen has proclaimed today as U.S.
Constitution Day in Morganton.

Today marks the 200th anniver-
sary of the signing of the important
historical document.

Glen Alpine is also observing to-
day as Constitution Day, as pro-
claimed by Mayor Robert Stamey.

The Glen Alpine Woman's Club
will lead the bicentennial obser-
vance with a celebration at 4 p.m. in

! the area near the Glen Alpine Post
Office.

"It is timely and appropriate for
us to keep in our hearts and minds

the marvelous achievements of the
Constitutional Convention of 1787,"
Stamey stated in his proclamation.
"The laws adopted under this char-
ter of freedom and the attractive
way of life resulting have drawn to
our shores citizens from every cor-
ner of the world."

Stamey will give a welcome ac-
knowledging the bicentennial. The
"Constitution Tree" which the town
has purchased and planted will be
dedicated. Church bells will ring and
patriotic music will be played.

The Woman's Club will also pre-
sent American flags to the town to be
used for special occasions.

The town of Valdese will hold a
celebration Saturday at 6 p.m. in
front of the Old Rock School.

The Valdese Junior High School
Band will open the program by per-
forming the National Anthem.
Burke County actor Greg Carswell
will give a historical reading, writ-
ten by Morganton attorney Sam J.
ErvinlV.

'The laws adopted under this charter of
freedom and the attractive way of life resulting
have drawn to our shorts citizens from every
corner of the world.'

Robert Stamey,
Glen Alpine mayor

occurred in Morganton to celebrate
the Constitution included a historical
reading by Carswell and patriotic
music performed by the Morganton
Community Band during the His-
toric Morganton Festival last week-
end.

The Valdese Arbor Beautification i
Committee will then plant a Scarlet!
Oak tree, designated as the "Consti-/
tution Tree," on the school lawn.

Valdese Mayor Jimmy Draughil
and other officials will speak. After
the ceremony, the Unifour Jazz
semble will perform a concert in tl
Old Rock School Auditorium. i

Rutherford College will hold Toifn
Day Saturday, Sept. 26, in conjunc-
tion with a celebration of the Consti-
tution.

The day will begin with a footrace
at 8 a.m., followed by a parade at 10
a.m. A prize will be awarded to the
most patriotic entry in the parade.

After the parade, Congressman
Cass Ballenger will give a short
speech about the Constitution. The
East Burke Singers will perform
along with doggers.

A reception will be held Saturday
night at 7 p.m. for all alumni of the
old Rutherford College.

Other events which have already

Western Piedmont Community
V College welcomed Judge Sam Ervin

Illto Moore Auditorium on campus
Wednesday to speak on the history of
the Constitution as part of a three-
part lecture series on the Constitu-
tion.

The series will continue with
Charles Waldrop, state assistant dis-
trict attorney, who will examine the
legal facets surrounding AIDS (Ac-
quired Immunity Deficiency Syn-
drome) on Oct 19 at 7:30 p.m.

The last speaker will be Dennis
Dorin, a University of North Caro-
lina at Charlotte associate professor
of political science, who will speak
Oct. 22 at 7:30 pm. about legal issues
and the Constitution.



AIDS and the law
discussed

By KELLY WINTERS
News Herald Staff Writer

With no legal precedents, one of
North Carolina's assistant attorney
generals said Monday night state
and federal courts would rely on
individual case histories of persons
with AIDS and the threat to public
health in deciding cases involving
the deadly disease.

"This is a terribly complex area,"
said Charles Waldrop. "At this point
there are very few cases to give us
any guidance, so it is certainly hard
to say what the courts will do in each
case. I do have some ideas about
what they would do though."

Waldrop, who works for the N.C.
Department of Justice at N.C. Me-
morial Hospital in Chapel Hill, spoke
at Western Piedmont Community
College's Moore Auditorium.His
presentation was part of the continu-
ing forum, "The Living Constitu-
tion," sponsored by WPCC's division
of humanities and sciences.

Waldrop told the standing room
only crowd about the legal implica-
tions of the AIDS epidemic in regard
to personal rights and how state and
federal courts might handle cases
concerning employment, housing,
education, health care and insur-
ance and AIDS or HIV infected peo-
ple (having the antibody for AIDS,
Human Immunodeficiency Virus,
which does not necessarily mean
that a person will come down with
the disease).

AIDS is a fatal disease which
affects an infected person's ability
to fight off disease. It has affected a
reported 41,735 people nationwide
killing 58 percent of them (24,019
people) as of September.

Waldrop, stressingthat his opin-
ions were not reflective of the North
Carolina attorney general's office,
said he believed the courts would
look down on prostitutes who kno-
wingly had the virus, persons who
knowingly had sexual intercourse
with an infected partner and those
who exhibited aggressive behavior,
such as biting or scratching, in order
to pass the virus to others.

"The courts will look at individual
conduct in each case brought before
them," he said. "Each specific indi-
vidual has to be looked at at their

Waldrop cited the School Board
vs. Arline case decision recently-
handed down by the U.S. Supreme
Courtin discussing whether or not
the high court has shown its stance
about AIDS and legal matters.

"That case concerned a woman
with tuberculosis (who was a tea-
cher)," he said. "The court decided
that just because she had tuberculo-
sis did not automatically exclude her
from teaching.

"In that decision, the Supreme
Court was explicit in dealing with
tuberculosis patients and her right
to teach under the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (which provides rights to
handicapped individuals), but they
also sent the signal that they're
going to wait until later to deal with
the issue of AIDS and whether or not
a person with AIDS is also protected
by the handicapped statute."

Waldrop also cited the fifth and

Charles Waldrop
fourteenth amendments to the U.S.
Constitution as protection of AIDS
victims.

The fifth and fourteenth amend-
ments state in part that an individ-
ual can not be deprived of life,
liberty or property without due proc-
ess of law.

Waldrop brought up several ques-
tions that might be asked in several
areas concerning persons with
AIDS. In employment and housing
matters, Waldrop said that courts
would have to take into consider-
ation the public health and whether
or not someone working or living in a
place would be a threat to others.

"With AIDS not able to spread by
casual contact, the individual would
have a good defense," he said. "The
courts would have to look at how
infectious a person was though."

In schools, Waldrop said the
courts would probably be more
stringent on the younger child, as
aggressive behaviors such as biting
and scratching are more common in
youngsters.

As for insurance, Waldrop said
that insurance companies would
continue to be concerned about pro-
viding coverage for those with AIDS,
as would those with the disease be
concerned about getting coverage.

"Some are saying that insurance
compnaies should have the right to
test potential clients for AIDS, while
some are saying that they should

provide coverage whether or not a
person has AIDS," Waldrop said.
"One might ask why treat AIDS
differently than cancer or tuberculo-
sis? It will certainly continue to be a
concern for both groups."

Waldrop added that health care
workers, especially private physi-
cians, and AIDS patients might
clash on the question of whether or
not a person with AIDS would have
recourse against a physician who
refused to treat him or her.

"Hospitals are required to care
(for someone), but a private physi-
cian is not," Waldrop said. "As for
those who are counseling those with
AIDS, the patient has the right to
confidentiality, but can or should the
health care worker tell the spouse
about the fact that their partner is
infected?

"Where does the line of privacy
have to end, and can the spouse
come back later and sue the health
care worker for not telling them of
their sex partner's condition? It's
just part of the questions that have
come out of the AIDS epidemic."



On Constitution

Ervin speaks at WPCC
UJS. Circuit Court of Appeals

Judge Sam J. Ervin HI spoke et
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege's Moore Auditorium recently to
commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of the UJS. Constitution.

Ervin's lecture concerned the his-
tory of the Constitution, which is the
topic of WPCC's Fall Speaker's Fo-
rum.

Ervin opened his presentation by
reminding the audience that "the
Constitution was not written on a
clean slate;" its roots are based
firmly in Britain's Magna Carta.

He added that the founding fathers
borrowed greatly from the British
system of fundamental law, and
supported this statement with such
examples as trial by jury, and due
process by law, both of which were
borrowed from the Magna Carta.

He further stated that ideas were
also taken from the Declaration of
Independence. By remembering the
origins of the Constitution, Ervin
noted that we should not only thank
the trainers of the Constitution, but
also free thinkers from many differ-
ent centuries, and across many na-
tional boundaries.

The main ideal that Ervin stressed
is that the Constitution assured all
Americans the inherent right to pur-
sue happiness by guarding five free-
doms.

These five freedoms are eco-
nomic, personal, political, intellec-
tual and religious. He elaborated
that happiness means many things
to many people, and that the great
advantage and strength of our 200-
year-old document is that it is flexi-
ble enough to allow for tremendous
variation.

Another advantage lies in its "un-
absoluteness," in that it can be
amended to keep pace with advanc-
ing technology and society.

Ervin expressed opposition to a
movement which is currently at-
tempting to call a third constitu-
tional convention in order to re-write
the Constitution. This movement is
only a few states short of being
passed.

Ervin feels that the movement is
being pushed by single-issue groups.

To conclude his presentation, Er-
vin reminded us that in 1967 we
Americans are not celebrating the
Constitution's origin 200 years ago
but rather America's ability to
maintain the integrity of the spirit of
such a document.

He closed by stating strongly that
while freedom is hard to acquire and
hard to maintain, it is very easy to
lose.

, Other speakers for the fall speak-
ers' forum include Charles Waldrup,
who will speak on Monday, Oct. 19.

He will be followed on Thursday,
Oct. 22, by Dr. Dennis Dorin, Profes-
sor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at
Charlotte.

Both of these presentations will
take place at 7:30 p.m. in WPCC's
Moore Auditorium.



State official to speak '°'"1

on AIDS legal implications
By KELLY WINTERS
News Herald Staff Writer

North Carolina Assistant Attorney
General Charles Waldrup will speak
at Western Piedmont Community
College in Morganton on Monday
about the legal implications of the
AIDS epidemic.

His presentation will be held at
7:30 p.m. in Moore Auditorium at the
college and is part of the continuing
forum, "The Living Constitution,"
sponsored by the college's division
of humanities and social sciences.

Carol West, director of the divi-

sion, said the series is centered
around the commemoration of the
U.S. Constitution and different is-
sues concerning it.

"We wanted to look at the applica-
tion of the Constitution to modern
life and our society in general," she
said. "Of course the AIDS epidemic
is a topic of interest to the nation in
general as there are a lot of pieces of
potential legislation before us con-
cerning AIDS. Should we have man-
datory checking of people for the
virus and is this constitutional, for

if Please turn to page 10A

IState official to speak
on AIDS legal implications
* From page one
example. AIDS is a topic that people
have so much concern with, and we
wanted to cover that as part of this
forum."

Waldrup plans to examine such
issues as AIDS victims' rights to
education employment, and medical
treatment versus the public safety.
He will also discuss the issue of
mandatory testing for AIDS as op-
posed to the right of privacy for the
individual citizen and how this issue
relates to our Constitutional Bill of
Rights privileges.

Waldrup is currently serving as
assistant attorney general assigned
to North Carolina Memorial Hospi-
tal.

He has worked for the North Caro-
lina Department of Justice since

1985 and has been a lawyer since
1981.

Waldrup received his law degree,
and master's and doctorate degrees
in history from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

He currently serves on the joint
AIDS Task Force at North Carolina
Memorial Hospital and the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
School of Medicine.



Judge Samuel J. Ervin III

Constitution
subject of
WPCC forum
; Western Piedmont Community
College will dedicate its fall speak-
ers' forum to the bicentenial of the
signing of the U.S. Constitution.

The speaker's forum, an annual
event at the Morganton school, is
hosted by WPCC's Division of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences.

This year's forum, "The Living
Constitution," will feature three sep-
arate speakers in September and
October.

The forum will focus on three
topics :The historyland background
of the Constitution's creation; con-
troversial social issues based on the
Constitution or Bill of Rights; and
different legal interpretations of the
nature of the Constitution.

• :The first speaker will be the Judge
Samuel James Ervin III, of the U.S.
Court of Appeals and a Constitution
expert.

;Ervin, a Burke County native, will
speak about the historical signing of
the Constitution today at 7:30 p.m. in
Moore Auditorium at the college.

On Oct. 19, the forum will invite J.
Charles Waldrop, N.C. assistant dis-
trict attorney assigned to N.C. Me-
morial Hospital, to examine the
legal facets surrounding AIDS.

Waldrop will discuss issues such
as an AIDS victim's right to educa-
tion and employment versus public
safety and mandatory testing for
AIDS versus the individual's right to
privacy.

.Later that week on Oct. 22, Dennis
Dorin, a University of North Caro-
lifta-Charlotte associate professor of
political science, will end up the
forum by dicussing legal issues and
the Constitution.

Dorin, a specialist in judicial pol-
icy making and capital punishment,
will discuss different legal views of
the nature of the Constitution.

He will discuss whether the Consti-
tution was designed to be an abso-
lute and unchanging blueprint for
law or whether the founding fathers
expected the document to change to
meet the needs of a growing nation
and changing society.

For more information about the
series, call Ruth Thomas, Tom
Hardy or Paul Wardzinski at 437-
8688.
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