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Betrayal
of trust
Prosecutor: Ex-cop
Curry skimmed
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while he served as trea- <when the account's
surer. He must also pay
$1,800 to cover the cost See CURRY, Page 16

wmcn ensured FKMA has the re- North Carolina. I am going to be federal government to continue
sources to help disaster areas and your advocate," Hagan said.
avoided a government shutdown. The senator followed up by stop- See HAGAN, Page 16
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Revolutionary Weekend
returns to Burke County

THE NEWS HERALD FILE PHOTO

In this News Herald file photo, the Overmountain Men perform a firearm demonstration
at last year's Revolutionary Weekend at McDowell House. The annual event returns this
weekend and commemorates the 231st anniversary of the Overmountain Men's march
through Burke County to the Battle of Kings Mountain. The festivities begin at 5:30 p.m.
Friday at Quaker Meadows..

BY JULIE N.CHANG
jchang@morganton.com

MORGANTON — Get
ready to step back in time
again as the annual Revo-
lutionary Weekend brings
crafters, re-enactors and
storytellers to the historic
McDowell House at Quaker
Meadows.

The Historic Burke Foun-
dation and Western Pied-
mont Community College
host the event and this year
commemorates the 231st

anniversary of the Over-
mountain Men's march
through Burke County to the
Battle of Kings Mountain.

Earlier this year, the Na-
tional Park Service selected
Morganton as the site of the
Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail's new
headquarters and visitor
center.

"We hope the public will
take the opportunity to
come out," said Diana Reg-
ister, a board member of
Historic Burke Foundation.

"...We want to remind peo-
ple about the Overmountain
Men's march and what an
important thing it was.

"And how proud we should
be to live in an area where
people were so dedicated to
preserving their lives here
and to preserving their free-
dom."

The Overmountain Victory
TrailAssociationmilitiastarts
this weekend at 5:30 p.m.
Friday at Quaker Meadows

See WAR, Page 16
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said of the embezzle-
ment, but asked those
in the court "not to
condemn him as a per-
son but judge him as a
whole." He asked the
judge to take into ac-
count Curry's long re-
cord of service for the
sentencing.

Bell told Curry before
handing down the pro-
bationary sentence that
it is rare for him to see a
man convicted of a felo-
ny who has such a laud-
able record.

After the hearing, Dan-
iels told reporters the
Fraternal Order of Police
was committed to serv-
ing the community.

"We've spent years
building our reputation,"
he said. "We aren't going
to let one bad apple, like
Mr. Curry, ruin that."

He stressed that he felt
"betrayed" that a fellow
chapter member would
pilfer from the charity's
coffers, adding that
those funds are used to
help needy area resi-
dents.

"(Curry) stole from
Burke County," he said.

Morganton Officer
Ronnie Gibbs, vice presi-
dent of the local chapter,
echoed his president's
remarks.

"I was very disappoint-
ed," he said. "This is the
last thing I was expect-
ing."

Gibbs was glad to hear
Curry's apology, though
he says it does not make
up for the crime.

War
From Page 1

on St. Mary's Church Road
with a performance in-
cluding story-telling, troop
mustering and firearm
demonstrations. Guests
are encouraged to bring
a picnic and have dinner
on the grounds where the
Overmountain Men gath-
ered 230 years ago.

The celebration contin-
ues from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday at Quaker Mead-
ows.

The day includes craft-
ers' demonstrations of
18th century crafts, such
as flint knapping, weaving,
gun making, wood work-
ing, blacksmithing, broom
making and more.

Register, a crafter of vari-
ous items, said she learned
how to make items as a lit-
tle girl with her mother.

Her skills include spin-
ning, weaving, basket
making, broom making
and brewing herbal con-
coctions.

"These are skills that are
native to this area," Regis-
ter said. "We have such a
rich culture of folk art and
craft, and it was so critical
to the survival of the peo-
ple here."

And though it takes a
little while longer to make
things using 18th century
methods, the crafter has
a greater appreciation for
the resulting item.

"Each and every one of
us that are here today is
because we had strong
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This News Herald file photo shows school children learning
about historic crafting during the American Revolution at last
year's Revolutionary Weekend celebration.

ancestors," Register said.
"Because they had these
skills, they could survive.
If they hadn't survived,
we wouldn't be here. It's
shaped our history."

Other events Saturday in-
clude colonial dances and
music performances, tales
of revolutionary heroes of
Burke and western N.C.
from Western Piedmont
Community College actors,
tours of McDowell House,

pottery making, colonial
games and a children^ call
to arms and muster.

Capt. Charles McDowell
Jr., son of Revolutionary
War hero Charles McDow-
ell, built the historic home
in 1812. It is the oldest brick
building in the county.

All events are free and
open to the public. Contact
Historic Burke Foundation
at 437-4104 or go to www.
historicburke.org.
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