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Neal Bevans (center) receives congratulations from L-R: Rep. Hugh Slackwell (NC-86),
College Trustees Charles Taylor and Robert Caldwell, and Dr. Jim Burnett, President of
the College.

Bevans Receives Excellence In Teaching Award
MORGANTON

Neal Bevans, Western
Piedmont Community Col-
lege paralegal instructor, re-
cently received the 2010 Ex-
cellence in Teaching Award.
Western Piedmont Founda-
tion established this award
in 1986 to annually honor a
member of the full-time cur-
riculum faculty, nominated
by his or her own peers and
students, for dedication to
the teaching profession.

Bevans' success is evident
in consistently high student
and supervisor evaluations.
In nominating him for this
award, numerous students
and co-workers expressed
their admiration and re-
spect for him. A current
student writes in her nomi-
nation letter that -"if there
has ever been a teacher who

deserves recognition for his
or her work, it would be Mr.
Bevans."

In his nomination, a col-
league wrote that Bevans "is
an innovative thinker, helping
to create many of the courses
that made the College's para-
legal program one of the first
in the southeastern United
States to offer an entirely on-
line paralegal technology de-
gree." He strives to use meth-
ods in his courses that assist
students with learning. Bev-
ans is one of the most widely
published authors of paralegal
texts, and his textbooks have
been adopted by paralegal
programs across the country.

Students also acknowledge
Bevans is a rigorous instruc-
tor, who pushes them to set
and achieve high, education-

al goals. A former student
writes, "It is an undisputable
fact that Mr. Bevans is an ex-
pert in his field, but he has a
gift that few people of his cal-
iber have: he can convey his
knowledge to others in a way
that is easily understood."

Bevans earned an associate
degree in biology from Bruns-
wick Junior College in 1982 as
well as a bachelor's degree in
biology from Georgia South-
ern College in 1984. He went
on to earn a juris doctorate
from the University of Geor-
gia School of Law in 1988 and
passed' the Georgia bar exam
that same year. After work-
ing as a lawyer for eight years
and teaching legal courses in
Georgia, Bevans began teach-
ing at Western Piedmont
Community College in 1996.


