
Kappa Honor Society recently created and sold Holiday Mugs
with the proceeds donated to ABCs for Kids. Each gift-wrapped
mug was imprinted with the Winston Churchill quote, "We make
a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give," and
contained peppermints, candy and a packet of gourmet hot
chocolate. ABCs for Kids is a charity project that purchases coats

for local children in need. Shown is one of the Holiday Mugs with
Western Piedmont Phi Theta Kappa members (1-r) Nicole Setser,
Sally Germann and Tina Bradshaw in the background putting

together the mugs. Penny A. Peeler, a coordinator/instructor in
the College's Environmental Science Technology department, is
the advisor for the school's 130-member honor society. Phi Theta
Kappa's mission is to recognize and encourage the academic

achievement of two-year college students and to provide
opportunities for individual growth and development through
participation in honors, leadership, service and fellowship
programming.
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Paralegal Instructor
Develops Diversity Resource

Morganton, NC - Leslie
McKesson is coordinator of the
paralegal associate degree program
at Western Piedmont Community
College. But her personal
educational goals recently led her
to explore new ground. While
working on an education specialist
degree from Appalachian State
University, one of McKesson's class
projects was the development of
a resource on ethnic diversity in
Burke County.

Unlike many class projects that
get put away never to see the light
of day again, McKesson's grew to
become a training program for

paralegals, and for
local educators. To
complete her class
project, McKesson
interviewed eight
people with
different ethnic
backgrounds to get
their viewpoints.
The youngest
was a native of
Vietnam. Others
were natives of
Bulgaria, Romania,
Colombia, and
African American,
Native American,
and Appalachian
M o u n t a i n
culture were also
represented.

Besides gaining valuable
information to enhance her own
instructional methods, McKesson
used what she learned from her
project to create an online course
on ethnic diversity in Burke
County to offer online for Western
Piedmont faculty and staff. The
course is portable and can be
presented at education seminars
across the county, state and nation.

McKesson' presented the
program recently for the South
American Association for Paralegal
Education at the Southeastern
Conference in South Carolina.

After hearing the presentation,

regional directors of the national

association asked her to write an

article for the paralegal professional

journal,The Paralegal Educator. Her

article, "Globalizing the Paralegal

Curriculum," is in the fall 2010

issue, and can be read online at

www.aafpe.org.

Graduates of the paralegal

program are eligible to sit for the

North Carolina Certified Paralegal

(NCCP) examination. McKesson

was appointed by the North

Carolina State Bar to the original

committee that developed the

state's benchmark certification

exam. Western Piedmont is an

institutional member of the

American Association for Paralegal

Education.

The paralegal degree program at

Western Piedmont reaches students

statewide because they have the

option of completing all courses

online. For information about the

program contact Leslie McKesson

at 448-3155, or lmckesson@wpcc.

edu.


