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MORGANTON—A higher ed-
ucation center that would al-
low local residents to get a
bachelor's or master's degree
without leaving the county is
nearly a reality.

The final touches are being
put on the old Doblin build-
ing on South Sterling Street
before classes start next
week.

The name of the building

also has changed.
Emily • Williamson, vice

president for student devel-
opment at Western Piedmont
Community College, said the
college is moving into the
Foothills Higher Education
Center, formerly the
Foothills Allied Health and
Science Higher Education
Center, this week.

Williamson said they're
still setting up things such as
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Western Piedmont Community College faculty and furniture vendors from Forms and Supply, tour the new Foothills
Higher Education Center on Tuesday as the final touches are put on the building for the start of the fall semester. A
unique feature to the center is the state-of-the-art simulation rooms with observation areas equipped with one-way glass
as pictured above.



CENTER
. FROM PAGE ONE

computers and projectors
within the center's class-
rooms.

The center will have 16
classrooms, four computer
labs, four specialized health
care labs and two conference
rooms, she said.

Williamson said 260 stu-
dents will be enrolled in
bachelor's studies.

Appalachian State Univer-
sity Center at Burke will offer
a bachelor's degree in areas
such, as social work, special
education and nursing. It al-
so will offer a master's degree
in special education starting
in the spring semester.

Lees-McRae College will of-
fer a bachelor's degree in ele-
mentary education and crim-
inal justice. Western Caroli-
na University will offer a
bachelor's degree in nursing.

WPCC's division of contin-
uing education also will
move into the higher educa-
tion center. Continuing edu-
cation offers short-term
classes such as training for
business and industry, certi-
fications and emergency
medical programs.

The emergency medical
programs will be able to use
simulation labs such as a hos-
pital wing, Williamson said:
She said the wing will focus
on surgery on one side and

pediatrics on the other side.
In addition to classrooms,

the facility will house the
Burke County Board of Elec-
tions. The county has been
looking for- a permanent
home for the election office
since it moved in 2002 to its
current home in the old Mor-
ganton City Hall on Meeting
Street. That building now be-
longs to the History Museum
of Burke County.

County Manager Ron
Lewis said the space in the
education center planned for
the election offices still needs
to ,be outfitted with high-
speed Internet connections.
That's been ordered, he said.
It would then take several
weeks to test it to make stire
it's functioning properly,
Lewis said.

Lewis said he's tentatively
looking to move the elections
office the weekend of Sept.
25-27. That will give election
officials time to train poll
workers before early voting
starts on Oct. 15, he said.

If everything comes togeth-
er as planned, early voting
will be held at the education
center, Lewis said.

In addition to the election
office, the building also will
house a conference center
that will seat 1,000. The con-
ference center will be fin-
ished but it won't have tables,
chairs or audio-visual com-
ponents, Lewis said. That's
because the county wasn't
awarded a grant it applied for

to buy those items, Lewis
said, and it currently can't af-
ford to outfit it. Lewis said
they will continue to look for
other grants.


