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College students provide 3,700 hours of service
MORGANTON — Students at

Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College involved in the serv-
ice learning program donated
more than 3,700 hours of com-
munity service through sever-
al civic engagement projects
this year. Nearly 350 students
gave generously of their time
and talents to 50 Burke Coun-
ty agencies and organizations
to assist with tasks ranging
from tax preparation to con-
struction.

Western Piedmont was one
of only eight institutions na-
tionwide to be selected as a re-
cipient of the Learn and Serve
America grant program. For
three years, the college collab-
orated with a variety of com-
munity partners to provide
volunteer work that equates to
$82,000 in value. Service learn-
ing is a method of instruction
that combines service to the
community and classroom in-
struction, with a focus on crit-
ical thinking and civic respon-
sibility.

Projects involved the United
Way Day of Caring, the MLK
Day of Service and College
Day Services include free tax
preparation and accounting,
construction of ramps and
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WPCC medical assisting students teach hand washing techniques to elementary students
on College Day 2009. The students got to see germs under the microscope.

stairs for both local residents
and for the DuPont State For-
est, office and medical office
administration, sign lan-

guage interpreting for the
deaf, graphic design and Web
site development, health care
and dental care, a city mural,

woodworking, paralegal assis-
tance and various other proj-
ects associated with agency
needs in Burke County

Dr. Jim Burnett, president
of Western Piedmont Com-
munity College, said, "The
Service Learning program is
one of the best methods of in-
struction in which a student
can be involved. It demon-
strates not only classroom ed-
ucation but allows them the
opportunity to become in-
volved with the community
and become engaged in a level
of leadership and volun-
teerism ttfat benefits every-
one."

Students who complete 300
hours of service learning are
eligible for scholarships
through the NC-ACTS Pro-
gram, an AmeriCorps pro-
gram of North Carolina Cain-
pus Compact, funded by a
grant from the Corporation
for National & Community
Service. This program seeks
to foster civic engagement
among students of higher ed-
ucation, promote the national
service movement and en-
courage collaborative rela-
tionships between campuses
and their communities.

For more information on
Service Learning at the Col-
lege contact Tonya Waters at
448-6058.


