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WPCC sees jump
in enrollment
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SMCBRAYER@MORGANTON.COM

MORGANTON — With the
economy down, local college
enrollment is up.

Emily Williamson, vice
president for student develop-
ment at Western Piedmont

^Community

Because of the downturn in
the economy, some of those
students who normally would
have gone straight to a four-
year university or college are
opting to do their first two
years at community college to
save themselves or their fami-
lies money, Williamson said.

With more workers, being
Uaid i

Williamson

up 10 percent
for the spring
semester to
2,991. The
spring semes-
ter started in
January.

That is the
largest class

has ever had,

'Mb

the college
Williamson said.

Enrollment jumped, she
said, because of a several rea-
sons.

Williamson said there is a
higher population of high
school graduates, which the
college expected.

,
Williamson said. Workers who
lose their jobs to foreign com-
petition are eligible for Trade
Adjustment Assistance,
which can include up to two
years of training including
cost of tuition, books and fees.

But with more and more
workers getting laid off, are
there businesses that are hir-
ing?

Williamson said yes, mainly
in health care, human servic-
es and technical fields such as
machining.'

Higher student populations
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also means more competition
for student financial aid.

.That's why Williamson is
encouraging students to get
their state and federal finan-
cial aid applications in as
soon as possible. The deadline
for more state and federal
grants is March 15, she said.

Williamson said the college
has increased fundraising to
try to beef up scholarships
and student aid.

To accommodate increased
enrollment, the college has
hired an additional counselor,
who started for the spring se-
mester, Williamson said.

It also has added more hy-
brid classes — where students
attend classes on campus one
or two days a week and also
have an online class during
the week, she sajd.

While they'vffhad to meet
increased enrollment, college
officials have had to do it with
less.

The state has cut the col-
lege's budget 5 percent,
Williamson said. The college
has met the budget cut in cut-
ting supplies and travel, she
said.


