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At only 31, woman of the year has accomplished much m Burke
BYTRACYFARNHAM

NEWS@MORGANTON.COM

MORGANTON — With planner
in hand, Emily Williamson
walked into President Dr. Jim
Burnett's office at Western Pied-
mont Community College on
Tuesday morning for what she
thought was a staff meeting..

The entourage that awaited,
though, included representa-
tives from the Business and Pro-
fessional Women along with co-
workers.

They had instead gathered to
congratulate Williamson, 31, for
being selected as Burke County
Woman of the Year for 2009.

A shocked Williamson was
pinned with a fall foliage cor-
sage and received information
from local BPW President Deb-
bie Stephenson about the organ-

ization.
Williamson was nominated by

Ola Caldwell who remarked that
she is the youngest recipient of
the BPW award. Caldwell said,
"I nominated this lady and she is
very deserving."

"We were amazed by some-
body so young that she could be
an influence in so many people's
lives," Jackie Scott, BPW mem-
ber said.

Williamson is a 1995 graduate
of East Burke High and she
graduated in 1999 from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, at
Chapel Hill.

Regardless of her age
Williamson has experience be-
yond her years. "We are prouder
of that fact because it lets other
young women know the oppor-
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Banquet
Business and -Pro-

fessional Women*
banquet honoring
Emily Williamson
7 p.m. Oct. 23 at the

Morganton Communi-
ty House »

Tickets are $12 and
can be purchased at
Burke County Register
of Deeds, The News
Herald, Bank of Gran-
ite, Olive Hill Commu-
nity Economic Devel-
opment Corporation
(420-C W. Fleming Dri-
ve) and First Citizens,
Hildebran Town Hall,
Burke County United
Way and Western
Piedmont Community
College. ,'
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tunities available to them,"
Stephenson said.

"I have been blessed with oppor-
tunities," Williamson said.

She is the vice president for Stu-
dent Development at WPCC and
serves on numerous boards and
councils including the Hildebran
Town Council, Blueridge Health-
Care Foundation, Options Board
of Directors, United Hmong Asso-
ciation of NC and Burke County

Chamber of Commerce.
"Emily works and tries to make a

difference. She sits on a number of
boards and I am particularly im-
pressed with her work for the
Hmong community and the bat-
tered women," Caldwell said.

Co-worker Angle Glazebrooks
said, "Emily has been a role model
for me in terms of personal and
professional life. She is a strong ad-
vocate for the student and very
passionate about building a cohe-
sive community."

"It was shocking," Williamson
said of being selected as of Woman
of the Year. "I was flattered that

Ola would nominate me, but I nev-
er dreamed that I would win.
There are so many fine women in
Burke County It is very flattering
and humbling that they selected
me for this now," she said.

To keep up with her many obli-
gations, Williamson keeps a de-
tailed planner and establishes pri-
orities. "I try not to take on more
than I can do well," she said.

Williamson said she was grate-
ful to the Business and Profession-
al. Women for the award and
thanked Caldwell and Western
Piedmont Community College for
their involvement in her nomina-

tion.
Women who make contributions'

toward others within the local
community, state or nation are
nominated for this award. Nomi-
nees are presented to a panel of
judges who vote on the criteria of
how the nominee elevates stan-
dards for women in business, work
cooperatively with others, pro-
mote interests of business and
professional women and extend
opportunities to women through
education.

This is the 29th year of the Busi-
ness and Professional Women's
Woman of the Year Banquet.
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er, Mary Alice Withers, Susan E. Conway,
Elizabeth Cooper, Elsie Childres, Eleanor
Butler, Sharon Marlow, Janice McMa-
hon, Debbi Wilson, Joyce A. Mills, Diann
Tate, Elizabeth Buckner, Louise White,
Doris L, Fullwood, Peggy Saunders, (ris
Chester Fox, Maggie Simmons-Hughes,
Artie McKesson-Logan, Ola Francis Cald-
well, Edna B. Weller, Sally W. Sandy, Vi-
vian Murray Maria Black and Susan Wil-
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