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Western Piedmont Community College students, staff and faculty
celebrate in traditional Hmong clothing at the exhibit. Participants
included Susan Keller (left), Western Piedmont Community College
librarian; Bee Vue; Kaili Lee; and Burke Middle students Mai Lia
Xiong and Mai Yee Lee, members of the Global Village, a college club
that promotes diversity.
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Gallery depicts
Hmong culture

Faculty, staff and students ex-
perienced the culture of the
Hmong at a recent gallery exhibit
on the Western Piedmont Com-
munity College campus.

Kaili Lee, coordinator for spe-
cial populations and a native of
Laos, arranged the exhibit as a se-
nior project for one of her stu-
dents.

Lee is the instructor for a new
humanities course, "Cultural
Studies of the Hmong," which of-
fers a detailed history about the
Hmong refugees from Laos and
Thailand. Students learn about
the Hmong lineage, daily life,
foods, celebrations, spirituality
and language.

The course also chronicles
their efforts to help American
soldiers during the "Secret War"
waged in Laos in the late 1960s.

After the war, thousands of
Hmong fled their homeland to
escape persecution and live in
the United States.

The Hmong population makes
up 3.5 percent of Burke County
residents.

Lee mentored Shoua Lor, a
Burke Middle School student, for
her senior project on culture and
preservation. Lor was motivated
to study the Hmong culture be-
cause of the difficulty of learning
and keeping the language active
hi her generation.

The WPCC exhibit depicts the
old and new customs of the
Hmong including agricultural
artifacts, jewelry, clothing and
story cloths, hand embroidered
art that documented the daily
life, travels and events of the
Hmong people.

The public is invited to visit
the exhibit, in the Raymond
Goodfellow Gallery in the Phifer
Learning Resource Center at
Western Piedmont Community
College. For more information,
cair828-438-6043.
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