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It's
Crunch
Time
WPCC, Task Force Want County

To Act Quickly On Health Center,
Find Money For Arena

BY SHARON MCBRAYER
SMCBRAYER@MORGANTON.COM

MORGANTON — Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College officials say now is the time to
start working on a design for a health and sci-
ence education center.

They say another college could jump on the
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idea if Burke County doesn't
move.

Officials with Western
Piedmont Community Col-
lege and the Allied Health
and Science Education Cen-
ter Task Force met with the
Burke County Board of Com-
missioners on Tuesday night,
telling commissioners they
need to move quickly to make
the center a reality

College and Task Force offi-
cials say $9 million would
build a 35,000-square-foot
center.

The center will offer bache-
lor's and higher degrees and
would help train nurses and
other health-care workers
whose skills are in high de-
mand. But how to pay for the
center is at issue.

College President Jim Bur-
nett told commissioners the
college's board of directors
asked him to prioritize its
building projects.

The higher education cen-
ter topped the list.

However, Burnett says the
covered arena that was part
of the economic stimulus
package was low on the prior-
ity list because it has become
cost prohibitive. College offi-
cials say the cost of steel and
concrete has caused con-
struction costs to skyrocket.

Therefore, they asked com-
missioners to use the $1.5 mil-
lion the county allotted to
build the arena for the higher

, education center, instead.
But Burke County Manager

Ron Lewis says commission-
ers still want to build the are-
na.

And those connected with
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the higher education center
say they support moving for-
ward with the arena.

Lewis believes the county
can find money to pay for the
design of the higher educa-
tion center, which is the first
step, and the arena.

"We're going to look at all
the projects the county has
going," Lewis says. "We're
going to see if we can find
some existing money for de-
sign."

In addition, North Carolina
Rep. Walt Church, D-Burke,
and Sen. Jim Jacumin, R-
Burke/Caldwell say they be-
lieve the state can come
through with $1 million.

Getting the money to start
on the design phase of the
project as soon as possible is
key, says Bill Allman, chair-
man of fundraising for the
Task Force.

He says if the college can
get the money for design, the
county won't have to kick in
anymore money until 2008.

He says it will take a year
for the design phase and a
year for construction of the
center.


