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WPCC Breaks Ground
MORGANTON — Western

Piedmont Community Col-
lege held a ceremony to com-
memorate the groundbreak-
ing for its new Health Sci-
ences Building on Monday.

,The $3.8 million dollar proj-
ect, funded by the 2000 Higher
Education Bond Referendum,
will provide new classrooms,
laboratories and offices for
the college's healthcare pro-
grams such as nursing, med-
ical assisting and medical lab-
oratory technology. Burke
County will provide funds to
operate the facility each year.
Construction should be com-
plete by July 2007.

Dr. Jim Burnett, president
of the college, served as mas-
ter of ceremonies. Burnett
welcomed the trustees of
Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College, members of the
Burke County Board of Com-
missioners, representatives
from Blue Ridge HealthCare
and various county and state
officials. Trustee Chairman
Charles Taylor spoke on be-
half of the trustees and Nettie
Mclntosh, a longtime trustee,
provided the dedicatory
prayer.

Since 2001, the number of
individuals employed in the
healthcare field in Burke
County increased by 62 per-,
cent and the local hospital net-
work provider, Blue Ridge
HealthCare System, is invest-
ing nearly $100 million to ex-
pand its healthcare services.

According to Charles Tay-
lor, "The healthcare industry
is strong and provides thou-
sands of jobs for our commu-
nity. The college is proud to of-
fer opportunities for students
to train for healthcare careers
that will enable them to sup-
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port their families as well as
meet the needs of local em-
ployers."

"The college
is also in-
volved with
the Foothills
Allied Health
and Science
Higher Educa:

tion Center,
which will en-
able regional
colleges and
universities to

offer baccalaureate and grad-
uate level healthcare pro-
grams in Burke County

Dr. Burnett proudly stated,
"Students will be able to com-
plete associate degree and
diploma healthcare programs
in this state-of-the-art facility
and have opportunities to
transfer into bachelor de'gree
programs at the higher educa-
tion center."

The first level of the Health
Sciences Building will con-
tain a tiered classroom de-
signed for nursing, a large
classroom, and a conference
room. The second level will
house a medical assisting
classroom and laboratory, a
medical laboratory technolo-
gy classroom and laboratory,
chemistry laboratory space,
faculty offices, and a storage
area. The building will also
provide a new campus securi-
ty office that will be more vis-
ible and accessible to stu-
dents.

Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College opens the door to
opportunity by providing
workforce education and
training that supports eco-
nomic development and im-.
proves quality of life in the re-
gion.
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