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MORGANTON—The search
is on at Western Piedmont
Community College for a
new college president and a
search committee wants in-
put from the public.

The college's longest-serv-
ing president, Jim Richard-
son, announced in May that
he will step down from the
position at the end of the
year.

The search committee,
made up of 15 members ap-
pointed by the Western
Piedmont Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees, will
hold a public meeting from 5
p.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday in
room 112 of Carr Hall on the
campus of the college. .

College officials say the
purpose of the meeting is
for the committee to gain in-
put from people in the com-
munity, as well as those in-
volved in the college, about
the leadership skills they
want in a new president.
Those who want to speak
are asked to keep their pre
sentations to three minutes.

"I think it's critical to have
input from the community,
the board, faculty, staff and
students about what they
want in a president," said
Juleigh Sitton, chairman of
the Board of Trustees at the
college. "There's a reason
it's called a community col-
lege and we want to remem
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ber that when we're choosing a
new president."

Prior to turning the search
process over to a committee,
the Board of Trustees decided
it wants someone with a doc-
toral degree and five years of
experience working in higher
education, Sitton said.

Sitton said the board wants
someone with strong leader-
ship skills who works well
with all kinds of people and
who places an emphasis on
serving the students.

Jim Wilson, chairman of the
search committee, which is
made up of members of the
Board of Trustees, faculty and
students of the college, as well
as members of the community,
said getting input from the
community will help the
group write a description
about the characteristics they

want in a new president. The
profile will be sent out with the
advertisements that will run
in national publications.

Wilson said once candidate
resumes start coming in, the
search committee will narrow
down the field and hand over
its top candidates to the Board
of Trustees. The trustees will
narrow the field down to three
and submit the information to
the state board of community
colleges, who will make sure
the final three candidates have
the appropriate background.
The Western Piedmont Com-
munity College Board of
Trustees will then select the
next president of the college.
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