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In Morganton, Bernstein slams media, politicians
Public financing of
campaigns advocated
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MORGANTON — American po-
litical leaders and journalists
need to focus on working for the

public good, one of the most fa-
mous reporters of the 20th cen-
tury said here Wednesday.

In 1972, Carl Bernstein was a
Washington Post reporter cover-
ing the break-in at the Demo-
cratic national headquarters in
the Watergate apartment com-
plex. The burglary led to the res-
ignation of President Nixon two
years later.

In the years since, Bernstein
has written books and become a
professional pundit on public pol-
icy, writing for publications like
Time and New Republic and ap-
pearing on television news
shows.

On Wednesday he spoke at
Western Piedmont Community
College as part of the school's
Ervin Constitutional Issues Pro-

gram. The series takes its name
from the late US. Sen. Sam Ervin,
of Morganton, who chaired the
Watergate hearings in the sum-
mer of 1974.

Bernstein said modern Wash-
ington politicians have become
obsessed with getting re-elected
and spend too much time raising
money and not enough time
crafting legislation and holding

Watergate reporter Bernstein
slams politicians and media
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election campaigns as a solution
to the modern political problem.

American journalism has be-
come obsessed with celebrity
and sensationalism instead of
real news, he said.

The traditional journalistic
standard, he said, is to gather
"the best obtainable version of
the truth," but he said that seems
less important to media compa-
nies than profits.

He chided much of television
news as being shallow but said
many American newspapers are

the best they've ever been. He
encouraged the audience to use
the Internet to educate them-
selves by reading newspapers
nationwide and worldwide.

About 200 people heard Bern-
stein speak, many of them there
at the direction of public school
teachers or college professors,
and an informal survey of the
room showed a large number of
them born after Watergate.

Among them, student Patrick
Lance said one of Bernstein's
comments struck him - that
American political leaders push
untruths as the truth - as partic-
ularly bothersome. "What are
we being led to believe?" Lance

asked after the speech.
Student Jeff Hubbard was 9

years old at the time of the Wa-
tergate hearings. He said after
the speech that he still wants to
know the answer to one of the
unanswered questions from the
work that Bernstein and his co-
writer Bob Woodward did

"I am like most and still want
to find out who Deep Throat re-
ally is," Hubbard said, referring
to the still unnamed source on
the Watergate affair. Woodward
and Bernstein have said that
they will identify Deep Throat
only after the person dies.

the president accountable. Mem-
bers of Congress work on fund-
raising every day, he said.

He said the reason Nixon re-
signed was not because of parti-
san politics but because many Re-
publicans demanded that Nixon
be held accountable.

Bernstein suggested campaign
reform and public financing of
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