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Western Piedmont Community College to offer elementary Spanish classes
BYBRIANNEE.BOYKIN
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MORGANTON — This semester, elemen-
tary Spanish classes at Western
Piedmont Community College (WPCC)
were nearly filled to maximum capacity.

With the Hispanic population in Burke
County increasing by more than 930 per-
cent from 1990 to 2000, more and more peo-
ple are learning Spanish to communicate
with the community.

Mary Ballard said she began taking
Spanish to speak with her family.

"My sister's husband is Hispanic. I tend
to have jobs that deal with the public so
it's good for me to be able to speak with
people in the community," Ballard said.

Stacey Lowman said Spanish is vital to
the field she is majoring in.

"I am a business major, so I thought it
would be beneficial to speak another lan-

guage, especially for
the area we live in,"
Lowman said.

MaoLee Moua
chose to take
Spanish with a view
to the future.

"I am getting my
bachelor's in teach-
ing. I realize that I
will be teaching chil-
dren who ar bilin-
gual or Spanish

speaking," Moua said.
Teachers Maureen Dougher and Toon

Phapphayboun said that elementary
Spanish will give students a good gram-
mar base.

"Provided you really work at it and de-
velop a craving for learning, you will get
the general structure of the language af-
ter a year (two semesters). Once you have

Phapphayboun

that, you can also add
in supplemental Vo-
cabulary," '.'
Phapphayboun said.

Dougher also feels
that acquiring
Spanish depends on
the student and his or
her dedication to
learning the lan-
guage.

Dougher "(Students) need to
open their minds to

the new concepts of a foreign language,"
Dougher said.

With the increase in the Hispanic popu-
lation, Burke County has become an ide-
al place to learn Spanish, Phapphayboun
said.

"To use Spanish outside of the clas's-
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room, you don't have to go far.
We see a lot of bilingual signs
and Hispanic products in the
grocery store,""
Phapphayboun said. "You can
also watch Spanish television
programs. You can read 'La
Noticia,' a Spanish paper. You
may not understand every-
thing, but you will have a
(foundation) for understand-
ing."

Soon, WPCC Spanish stu-
dents may even get the chance
to "immerse" themselves in
Spanish.

Phapphayboun said the
school is considering an
abroad program for students
to live with a family in a
Spanish-speaking country for
two to four weeks.

"Some Central Piedmont
Community College Spanish
students went last year after
taking a year of Spanish and
they functioned just fine,"
Phapphayboun said.

BRIANNE E. BOYKIN can be
reached by calling (828) 437-2161,
Ext. 36 and by e-mail at
beboykin@hotmail.com. Please read
news updates throughout the day at
www.morganton.com.


