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MORGANTON — Soon lights will not just
be shining bright on Broadway.

They will be shining bright at Western Pied-
mont Community College, too, once workers
finish erecting a lighted, digital sign at the col-
lege's entrance.

According to Malone McNeely, vice presi-
dent of administrative services, the inception of
the much needed sign began two years ago.

"It all started with an idea, naturally,"
McNeely said. "Basically, it was just time for
the outside appearance of the college to reflect
the technology we have inside."

Once the college's board of trustees approved
the idea, students in the drafting and design
technology program, along with their instructor,
Michael Daniels, began working on the first
design, McNeely continued.

"Once it's finished," said Cyndie Callaway,
vice president of institutional advancement, "a
base, two liquid electronic diode panels and a
lighted top with the institution's logo will be
connected as one unit."

The new sign will also scroll text horizontally
across the panels on a ticker.

This display style will replace the marquee
style of the current sign and eliminate the need
for extraneous manual labor.

Eric Hurley evens two bricks before setting
them permanently in concrete. PMC by Jennifer M.
Phelps

"The words on the sign we have now need to
be changed so often," said Eric Hurley, coordi-
nator for building and construction technology.

"Really, we can't change it as often as it
probably should be because someone has to
physically walk all the way out there and take
the time to pick letters off and put up new ones,"
Hurley added.

Though the physical appearance of the col-
lege's entrance sign will change, the function of Eric Hurley, right, the coordinator for building and construction technology at Western Pied-.

mont, and Joe Maney, a student, lay brick atop the base of the college's new entrance sign.The
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the sign will not, which is what
administration is most excited
about.

"One of our main goals,"
Callaway said, "has always
been to get as much informa-
tion as we can as efficiently as
we can to our students and the
public."

The new sign will be con-
trolled from inside the college's
offices, as well as from the
homes of some administrative
staff, Callaway said.

And it will display informa-
tion much more quickly.

"Transition time between
receiving a bad weather bul-
letin, for example, and actually
being able to post it will be vir-
tually zero," Callaway contin-
ued. "And people will notice
announcements much more
quickly than before because
this is a much larger construc-
tion."

Callaway said this feature
may serve as a safety measure
since drivers sometimes get
distracted trying to read the
small letters currently used.

In addition to weather bul-
letins, panels on the new sign
will be programmed at separate
times to display contact infor-
mation, registration dates and
upcoming events.

"Western Piedmont was
established in 1964," Callaway
said. "After 40 years of service,
this is a neat way for the col-
lege to start the next decade."

The sign, being built by stu-
dents and faculty as a summer
project, in cooperation with
Action Sign of Lenoir, is
scheduled to be completed by
the start of fall semester in
August.


