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Parents learn
alongside kids
By SHARON McBRAYER
The News Herald

MORGANTON — Catia
Tallent left her native country
and headed to Burke County
to start a new life, speaking
very little English.

That was eight years ago,
and since then, Tallent mar-
ried and had a child. Because
she mainly speaks French to
her daughter, Annalouise, at
home, both are learning Eng-
lish through a joint program
with the Burke County
Schools and Western Pied-
mont Community College.

The Even Start Family Lit-
eracy Program is a federally
funded program that builds
on literacy through the fami-
ly, said Joel Castings, Burke
County Schools' exceptional
children's director. The pro-
gram will be moving to
Mountain View Elementary
School in several weeks from
the Burke Alternative School
building.

The program's building
has to be licensed to be able
to get funding, and the cur-
rent building is not licens-
able, said Jennifer Carpenter,
a teacher's assistant for the
program.

David Burleson, superin-
tendent of Burke County
Public Schools, said having
the program move to the

Annalouise Tallent, 4, and her mother, Catia Tallent, have lunch together
as part of the Even Start Family Literacy Program. The national program
is a joint effort locally by the Burke County Public School system and
Western Piedmont Community College that builds on literacy through
the family. Photo by Sharon McBrayer

school will not be a problem.
•"It's being done that way

across the country,'* Burleson
said. "Those adults coming in
are parents of the students.

"It would be no different
than a parent coming in to eat
lunch with their children."

Burleson said the people
enrolled in the GED or ESL
classes are coming in to the
school to better themselves.

And the program,
Burleson said, is a great col-
laboration between the
schools and the college.

"The program has been

very, very successful in the
past, and we just see it being
enhanced when it moves to
Mountain View," Burleson
said.

The national program is
open to parents throughout
the school system who have
children between 22 months
and kindergarten, and are in
need of GED or ESL instruc-
tion, Hastings said.

"It's been a very success-
ful program," Hastings said.
"Education is suddenly
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important to the parent and
the child."

Tallent, who graduated
from high school in France,
and Annalouise, 4, go to the
program's current headquar-
ters at Family Connections
downstairs in the Burke
Alternative School building.

"It's good because we
come with the children," Tal-
lent said. "I think it's nice to
share with the children."

Tallent likes the program
because she can study, but
she is able to be with her
child throughout the day and
can check on her anytime.
Parents and children also
have lunch together and
spend about two hours play-
ing.

Vik Gottlieb came from
Israel last year with her hus-
band and two sons after her
husband was offered a job. In
Israel, Gottlieb was a nurse
and is hoping to pass English
tests to become a registered
nurse in North Carolina. Like
Tallent, Gottlieb likes the
program because it allows
her time for her own pursuits,
but educates her son, Sagi, at
the same time.

"It's a really great pro-
gram, and the teachers are
great," Gottlieb said. "I think
the idea of the program is
just perfect."

Carpenter said, "They
(parents) are involved with
everything with their children
throughout the whole day."

Most of the parents work,
some two jobs, so the pro-
gram allows the parents to
study, as well as spend time

with their children.
"If you can educate the

parent and child at the same
time, why in the world would
you not?" Carpenter said.
She said not only do most of
the children learn what they
need to successfully start
kindergarten, but most of
them leave the program
speaking at least two lan-
guages. Teachers in the chil-
dren's classes have to follow
a curriculum just as they
would in any classroom.

And because most of the
parents work, the program is
open for first and second
shifts, with first shift going
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
second shift running from 3
p.m. to 7 p.m. There are cur-
rently about 42 parents and
children on each shift, Car-
penter said.

Western Piedmont Com-
munity College has two
instructors at the program
center for each shift for the
parents. They study at the
center, but they take tests at
the college.

"It's the most awesome
place I've ever seen," Car-
penter said.

There is. no cost for the
program and the parent and
child are eligible for the
reduced lunch program
through Burke County
Schools. For more informa-
tion about the program, call
433-7676.
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