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Proclamation

Whereas, Western Piedmont

Community College was

chartered by the North
Carolina Board of Education
on April 2,1964, and

Whereas, Western Piedmont

Community College has ful
filled that charter as a com

prehensive institution of
higher education for two
decades, and

Whereas, the citizens of the Ci
ty of Morganton have deriv
ed great benefits from this
association with Western

Piedmont Community Col
lege, and

Whereas, the Mayor of the City
of Morganton has commend
ed the faculty, staff, ad
ministrators, and Trustees of
Western Piedmont Commun

ity College for their enter
prise and dedication in pro

viding quality educational
opportunities to the people of

Therefore, be it hereby pro
claimed that the week of
April 1 through April 7,1984,
shall be recognized as West
ern Piedmont Community
College Week throughout the
City of Morganton, North
Carolina.

Proclaimed and signed this day

Mayor Andrew W. Kistler of
Morganton recently signed a
proclamation designating the
week of April 1 through April 7
as Western Piedmont Commun

ity College Week. Chartered by
the North Carolina Board of
Education on April 2, 1964, the

College is celebrating twenty
years of service as a com

prehensive community college.

Western Piedmont Communi

ty College is a member of the 58
institutions in the North
Carolina Community College
system and only one of fourteen
offering college transfer
degrees along with both
technical and vocational

programs.

Since the first continuing
education classes were offered
in 1965, Western Piedmont has
conferred over 3,000 curriculum
degrees and diplomas, 3,500
high school diplomas, and 60,000
continuing education certifi

cates.
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WPCC Celebrates 20th Anniversary
By Wanda Williams

Happy Anniversary

To those at WPCC
You've been around for

twenty years

Hats off to you, we give three

cheers

A place for learning, grow

ing, fun
You're all these things wrap

ped up in one
Western Piedmont Commu

nity College spaces in the area. In the fall of
For twenty years you've of- j^ when construction was
Aen^h hge - u ^ begun on the permanent cam-
And though you ve changed puSi over four hundred full-

ln ™™y waavf. . .. time students were enrolled.
You re getting better every Additional classrooms and

aa^' ... ... laboratories have been con-

offer and can be advantageous
in so many ways. Both the

prove, we predict, that Satur

day's election was one of the
most important decisions in
Burke County's history and
will bring in a new era of
progress marked by the start
of the college." What an under-

was completed in the spring of

1977 which provides for both
students and faculty a relaxing
college lounge, a spacious din
ing area and several more
learning labs. Also, several
classrooms were added in 1980

friendly and will be of service

in any way possible. Not only
can a person receive knowl
edge in subjects such as his-

a person can actually learn

more about himself. And as a

broaden his horizons and to

North Carolina's most out
standing institutions. On
March 21, 1964, the citizens of

Western Piedmont Commu
nity College is preparing for its
birthday celebration by cre
ating an anniversary cake of
giganic proportions.

The college was chartered by
the N.C. Board of Education
April 2,1964, and will celebrate
its 20th birthday on the anni
versary of its charter date
Monday.

Nell Smith's continuing edu
cation cake decorating class,
comprised of eiijht students, is

in the process of baking am.
decorating a nine-tier cake.
Mrs. Smith has designed and

baked the cake and the class
will do the final decoration
procedures Sunday.

A copy of the 2Utn anniver

sary logo will sit atop the cake.
The anniversary cake will

feed about 500 people at the
official birthday celebration
and cake cutting beginning at
noon Monday.

College trustee. Rob Ryrd

and Charles Digh will host the
cake cutting.

Radio station WSVM will
broadcast the celebration live
remote from the college cam
pus, and Deneen Graham, the

reigning Miss North Carolina,
will perform at l.p.m.
Ms. Graham's visit to the

college is being sponsored by
the Student Government Asso
ciation.

bond issue by an unprece

dented margin of seventeen to
one. On April 22,1964, Western

Piedmont Community College
was chartered by the North
Carolina State Board of Educa

tion as a'member of the North
Carolina Community College
System, and Dr. E.W. Phifer

was elected as its first Board of

Trustees chairman. In the fall
of 1964, Dr. Herbert Stallworth
was appointed by the Board of

Trustees to serve as the institu
tion's first president. The first

classes were offered in October
of 1965 and were held at the Old
Central School, in the base
ment of the A & P and other

grocery stores, church educa

tion buildings and other rented

cility by the college. Outside
these buildings is a whole new
world awaiting exploration.

Western Piedmont is defi
nitely not an easy place to get

bored. Picnic and lounge tables
are situated near the campus
parking lots; an outdoor class

room is located beside the col

lege pond, and several nature
and fitness trails intertwine

throughout the vast woods sur
rounding the school. Also, with

basketball and tennis courts,
horseshoes and shuffleboard,
an archery range, a golf put

ting and driving range and a
firearms practice range, how
can a person possibly run out of

things to do?
Western Piedmont Commu

nity College has so much to

• •w»i.wii i itijiuwni, _yuu can

join in the celebrating of its
twentieth anniversary. On Sun
day, April 1,1984, there will be
an open house from 1 to 4 p.m.
Then on Monday, April 2, at 12
noon, there will be an exciting

birthday celebration. And fi
nally, on Tuesday, April 3, a
bar-b-que will be held From 4 to
7 p.m. Come join the fun and
bring a friend!

Western Piedmont Commu
nity College has been in exis
tence for twenty years and has
established its reputation as an
enjoyable and inexpensive and
worthwhile college to further
one's education. What was
once a dream has become a
reality, and with high hopes
and lots of hard work, this
reality will continue to im
prove.

—Theatre For The Deaf
By Sherry Williamson

"Theatre for the Deaf," a
new drama class at WPCC, is
giving some students a chance
to bridge the communication
gap between hearing and hear
ing-impaired persons.

paired and fourteen hearing
students has begun rehearsals
for an Italian comedy, "All in
Disguise." Performances of
the play will be held during the
N.C. Deaf Awareness Week,

May 6-13, at WPCC, the N.C
School for the Deaf, and Free
dom and East Burke High
Schools.

"Because of the high popula
tion of deaf people in Burke
County, producers of most cul

tural performances have an
obligation to make their pro
ductions accessible to the hear
ing impaired," said WPCC

drama instructor Cheryl Ox
ford. Oxford teaches the course
and will direct the play.
"But I also think sign lan

guage is a beautiful and ex
pressive art form in its own
right. The interpreting of
shows here (at WPCC) has
added a wonderful dimension

to the theatricality of our
shows," Oxford said.
Almost all of the plays pro

duced by the drama program
since its inception two years
ago have been interpreted, she
said. There have been deaf
cast members in some of the
plays, with a deaf actor getting
a leading role in the 1982 pro

duction of "The Arkansaw
Bear," Oxford added.
The course will not only ex

pose students to a different
type of theatre, but will expand
the drama curriculum in hopes
that the college can eventually
offer an Associate in Fine Arts
in Drama, Oxford said.

Like other classes at WPCC
with hen ing and hearing im
paired students, "Theatre for

the Deaf" uses a sign language
interpreter as a tool for com
munication.

Interpreter Danette Steel-
man-Bridges said her role "is

not as a student or instructor,
but is to facilitate communica
tion between hearing and hear
ing-impaired students by any
means available — sign lan

guage, voice, mime or ges
tures.

All the students are working
diligently to establish a strong
communication link. If a hear

ing student has no sign lan
guage skills, they try hard to
communicate through mime
and gestures," Steelman-
Bridges said.

The class's two deaf stu
dents, Carla Cannon and Kevin
Reis, both said through the
interpreter that the class was
not only fun but was another
opportunity for deaf people to
participate.

Cannon said that although
she had performed in a play at
NCSD, this was her first acting
experience with hearing peo
ple.

"The class will be fun. It will
be a good exposure for hearing
and deaf people because of
exposure to sign language and
to each other," Cannon said.
"It will be good for some hear
ing people to learn sign lan
guage. They might become an
interpreter or use it if they
have deaf friends. It is a way
for deaf and hearing people to
interact and for the deaf not to
feel as limited."

Reis said he welcomed the

opportunity to participate in a

class with his hearing friends.
The course shows that "deaf
people can do anything hearing
people can do, except they
canHhear."
Hearing students in the class

said working with hearing-im
paired students was giving
them an opportunity to learn
more about deafness.

"It's just like working with
anyone else," said hearing stu
dent Kathy Heald, who has
performed in several WPCC
plays. The language barrier is
not a problem. It might take a

little more time getting lines
right and the blocking worked
out, she added.

Heald anticipates benefits
from working with deaf actors.
"When I run across a deaf
person in the street or in the

grocery store, I will feel more

comfortable using sign lan
guage and will take the time to
understand what they are say
ing."

The course is a "wonderful
idea," said hearing student
Craig Denton, who is a part-
time WPCC interpreter. He
said it helps overcome a lan
guage barrier that often keeps

hearing and deaf people segre

gated in society.

The play itself will be a shad
owed performance, which
means that each role will be
played by two people, Oxford
said. The play will also contain
reverse interpreting in which a
deaf actor will play a role by
signing and a speaking actor
will voice the signs. All the
roles will be signed, she added.

"All in Disguise" is known as

a commedia dell'arte style
play. It places heavy emphasis

Commedia dell'arte plays
were originally performed by

Italian actors touring parts of

southern France who were un
able to speak French. The

movement and improvisation
helped them overcome the lan
guage barrier, she said.

"A nice kind of ensemble is
being developed in the class,"

Oxford said. "The hearing and
speaking actors feel like they

are handicapped because they

don't know sign language."

Further details regarding

"All in Disguise" will be avail
able soon.
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New Look In N.C. Education
By William C. Archie

N.C. Director of

Higher Education

(From 1964 Progress Edition

of The News Herald

"I have long felt that one of
the things that we must get
away from in the South is the
willingness to come to terms

with less than the best in our
system of education ... Nothing

is more costly to a people than
inferior education.

... Although the coming into
the funds that are needed for
the support of education in the
South is not an easy task, it is
by all odds the most important

thing that we have in front of
us. And unless we are willing,

for we are able, to pay that
price, we will seal the doom of
this section. We shall end as a

second-rate mediocre section

of the United States."
It is a sobering fact that the

great majority of North Caroli
na's leaders in government

and education agree with these
words from Colgate Darden,
former president of the Univer
sity of Virginia, a recent gover

nor of Virginia, and chairman

of the Southern Regional Edu
cation Board's commission

which authorized the recent
report, "Within Our Reach."

This report eloquently and

simply defined the pressing

educational needs which must

be met if our region is to con

trol its own destiny. Partic
ularly, it informed and

stimulated our Governor's

Commission on Education Be

yond the High School (the Car-
lyle Commission), whose work
led to the breakthrough legis

lation enacted by North Caroli
na's General Assembly last
year. The Higher Education

Act of 1963 has been rightly

acclaimed as the most signifi

cant milestone for Tarheelpro-
gress since the Aycock era.

Even so, I doubt that many
Tar Heels are familiar with the

structure of higher education

in our beloved State, or that

our citizenry as a whole com

prehend the enormity of the
task ahead. Hence, on behalf of

the Board of Higher Education,

the heads of our University and
colleges and other key figures

in the field, I welcome the

opportunity to discuss in this

and two subsequent columns,
the salient facts underlying our

problems. Today we limit our

selves to the quantity aspect:
the sheer numbers of boys and

girls who must have at least an
opportunity for higher educa
tion.

We now have 86,085 students

in our institutions of higher

learning. (This does not in
clude the Industrial Education
Centers or new community col
leges.)

By 1965 we can expect at
least 100,000.
By 1970 we can expect at

least 123,000.
Some of these may go to the

community colleges and IEC's,
although the majority of their

students may well be over and
above the projected college

population.

These modest projections
mean that our campuses must

have more of everything: more
classrooms and laboratories,
expanded libraries, more cafe

terias, dormitories and, above

all, more profesors — by 1970,

at least 2,000.
To provide the necessary fa

cilities and people by 1970 will
at least double our annual
higher education bill.

By 1980, with more than 150,-

000 students expected, the cost
will likely be four times what it

is today.
No one can predict precisely

so far ahead; many variable
factors will affect the end re
sult. Not least among these is

quality, the subject of my sec
ond and third columns. Despite

all variables, however, certain

facts that we know to be true
mean that the cumulative cost

of higher education by the end

of this decade will be stagge

ringly high. Let me cite a Few.
We are dealing with boys and

girls already born — the big
gest generation in history. The

brute numbers are hard to
comprehend. By 1965, more

than half of all of us in the U.S.
will be under 25. (Recording

one birth every 76 seconds the

census clock on Lincoln's

Birthday ticked off 191 mil
lion.)
For the current school year,

with 47.6 thousand students in

North Carolina's public col
leges (55.3 percent of the total

enrollment), the State's share

of operating costs is just over

$36 million. (State appropria

tions are supplemented by the

colleges' receipts from fees

and other sources.)

To maintain ope

the present scale in 1970-71

cost the State an estimated $68

million. By 1973-74, the bill will
rise to nearly 90 million.

These estimates do not in

clude capital improvement
outlays — additions and expan

sions for instruction and hous

ing; for more students,
obviously more must be built.

Some are under construction;

$49.4 million was authorized
for the current biennium —

about half in appropriations
and half in self-liquidating

funds.
This is a good beginning, but

only that. An additional $100

million or more must be in
vested in new plant facilities
and expansion by 1970.
Why? Take dormitories, for

an example. President Fri

day's recent comment — that

the University has four times
as many applicants for next

fall as it can accommodate —
emphasized what we already

knew; space is running out.

All but two of our public

colleges are overcrowded now,

some as much as 56 percent. In

far too many dormitories,

three students are living in
rooms designated for two —
and every such case means
that not one student is crowded

but all three.

Even the private colleges are
placing some resident students
in off-campus rooms. But most

college communities are over-,

crowded, too; those that have

not already reached the satu
ration point for student room

ers are fast approaching it.

All these facts indicate that

we must spend an estimated

half billion dollars, merely to

keep North Carolina's public
colleges going, in the next de

cade. To raise the quality of

education they provide will

cost even more.

Can we do it? And if we can,
is it worth the price?

The second question answers

the first. We have learned the
hard way that "cheap" educa

tion is the most costly mistake
we could make — costly to us

as individuals and equally so to
the State.
The General Assembly of

1963 pushed the State in the

right direction to reverse that
trend. We can and must find

the dollars to finish the job.

For, beyond any shadow of a
doubt, it is worth whatever it
costs. North Carolina has
lagged behind too long, in both
educational achievement and

economic wellbeing. No Tar

Heel can be proud of the sad

and alarming fact that despite

great efforts and programs,
especially in recent years, our

state ranks 43rd from the top in
two closely related areas: per

capita income and educational
attainment of adults. It is not

accident that these two statis
tics are identical. We also rank

very low in the proportion of
our college-age group (18-21)

who enter college. That ratio
(about 26 percent) is rising
slowly, but the corresponding
national ratio is nearly double

our own.

A recent report by the gover
nor's economic aide, George

M. Stephens Jr., warns that,

according to projections by the
National Planning Association

for the year 1976, our state will
not grow as fast as the nation

— although our per capita in

come might move up from 43rd
to 42nd place!

Mr. Stephans' answer, and
mine, to these independent pro

jections is that we cannot af

ford not to invest heavily in
education and training if we
are to advance with the new
technology.
Ignorance and poverty have

always gone hand in hand.
North Carolina is ignorant, and
poor because of it, on the
threshhold of a new age — an

age where there will be no
place for the uneducated and
unskilled. The old adage of

"him that gits" will take on a

new harshness in this new age;

the gap between the haves and
the have-nots is already wid
ening dangerously.

Education — more and bet
ter education for all our people

— is the only weapon that can

cut through the vicious, self-
perpetuating cycle that grips
50 million dispossessed citizens

who make up what Michael

Harrington calls "the other

America."
(This is not to say that every

one should aim for the tradi
tional college degree. Our goal
should be the most appropriate

education for every Tar Heel;
we can achieve it only through

quality in diversity, which I
snail discuss in the next two

columns.)

In our state, the creeping

culture of poverty has for too

long been holding us back. Un
less we root that blight out of

our midst, the new technology
will inevitably leave us behind.
But North Carolina has now

declared total war on both pov
erty and ignorance. I believe
we can and will win that war. It

will not be won this year or

next, nor even by 1976. It will
be won by building on the edu

cation break-through of 1963:
by raising our sights to sacri

fice in a greater measure than

ever before so that both we and

our State may realize our full
potential in a totally new

world.

FIRST ROW: Jonathan Clonli, Larry Garrison. Mark Wilson anil Mickey Mlllrr.

SECOND ROW: Sieve Houk. Jack Leonard. Drew Morris, Seoll Williams anil Kris

Thompson '

Netters Take Trophy
After a disappointing regular

season in the Morganton Indus
trial League, the WPCC Pi
oneers "put things together" to
take four games in the Division
"C" Tournament and captured
the runner-up trophy. Their
only loss was to a strong Beu-
Tex team in the finals.

Led by Mickey Miller and
Mark Wilson, the Pioneers
were able to pull off a strong
end-of-the-season finish by de
feating Dana, Morganton Dye
and Finishing, and Emery.
Steve Houk, Jonathan Clontz,
and Kris Thompson rounded
out the starting five with Scott
Williams, Jack Leonard, and

Larry Garrison providing sup

port off the bench. Drew Mor
ris and David Brown rounded
out the team, but could not
participate in the tournament
due to other commitments.

Congratulations WPCC In

dustrial League Basketball

Team!!
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College Wins By Landslide
(Reprinted by permission

from the March 23, 1964, News
Herald)

Burke County citizens voted
overwhelmingly Saturday for

the establishment of a compre
hensive community college.

Piling up an unprecedented
ratio of 17-to-l in authorizing a

bond issue, supporters of a
college for Burke carried all 38
precincts in the county.

Complete but unofficial re
turns showed the vote on a

million dollar bond issue was
8,942 for, with 540 against.

The second issue of a two-
part proposal on the ballot

showed 8,865 cast in favor of
local support for a college from
a tax levy not to exceed five
cents per $100 property valu
ation, with 586 against.
An election night tabulation

by the board of elections
showed 9,482 votes cast in the
bond issue, with the college
receiving 94.3 percent of the

total, and 9,451 ballots cast on
the tax question, with the col
lege favored by 93.8 percent of
the voters.

Registration at Central School in 1966.

Best wishes came from other public education in Burke
prominent Tar Heels who have County and should serve as a
watched the community col- springboard for improved edu-
lege movement take shape. ca(ional facilities at all levels.
Among them is Irving E. "These returns also indicate

select an architect and begin

work on the acquisition of a site
and planning buildings.
The outcome of the election

was not long in doubt after the

to-1 and 15-to-l

ward to 7 or 8-to-l.

When notified of the results
Saturday night at his home in
Raleigh, Dr. I.E. Ready, direc
tor of the Department of Com

munity colleges, said Burke
had scored "the highest major
ity so far."

"My heartiest congratula
tions to the people of Burke
County. We will be looking
forward to working with you.
Dr. W. Dallas Herring of

Rose Hill, chairman of the
State Board of Education, said,
"I congratulate the people of
Burke County, and I look for-

will help in many ways."

John M. Reynolds of Ashe-
ville, member of the State

...*: over-

g vote. "This is fantas-

hen he

__jing re
sults. "I have never heard of
such a thing."

Reynolds, who recently vis
ited in Burke County to discuss
the comprehensive nature of
the new colleges, said "I am
delighted for your county ...
With this great display of pub
lic support, an able board of
trustees and a top man as
president of the college will be
able to establish an institution
which will have limitless possi

bilities of service to your
area." .. ;

County," he said upon hearing
the result of the special elec
tion.
The size of the vote exceeded

predictions by some political
observers who thought 6,000 to
8,000 would be a large turnout

for a special election in which
no personalities were involved
as candidates.

The total of 9,482 ballots cast
Saturday were well over two

and a half times the vote cast
in the "little federal" amend
ment election January 14 when
Burke accounted for a turnout
of 3,314 voters

Two uptown precincts in
Morganton topped the voting.

Morganton No. 4, voting at the
high school, led with a total of
924 ballots, followed by Mor
ganton No. 1, voting at the old

grammar school on Avery Ave
nue, with a total of 709 ballots.
The Salem community —

Morganton township precinct
No. 7 — was third with 584
voting, closely followed by the

Oak Hill community — Quaker
Meadows No. 1 — with 567.

Observers said it's rare to
find all 38 precincts in
agreement on any public issue,

but the college proposal made
a clean sweep. Three precincts
reported not a single vote
against it.

Dr. E.W. Phifer Jr., chair
man of the county-wide steer
ing committee, looked over the
returns on election night and
said: "To me,, these .figures

represent a great victory for

of people in our county who are
progressive, unselfish and will-

selves."

Continuing, Dr. Phifer said:
"These are the people that

those in authority must not fail,

for they have pinned their
hopes in this college — the
hopes of their children and
their children's children. They
must not be disillusioned or

disappointed. We must push
forward to make this school the
finest of its kind in North Caro
lina.

"On behalf of the steering
committee, I wish to thank
everyone who has worked so
untiringly at the polls."

Dr. Phifer said the next step
is for the appointment of a
board of trustees.

Under procedure outlined by
the Department of Community
Colleges, the steering commit
tee will call a meeting of the
official board responsible for
naming members to the col
lege board and will formally
notify them of their duties. '
Dr. Phifer said he hoped

such a meeting can be held this
week, after which the boards
will begin picking trustees.
Under the law, four trustees

are to be named by the board of
county commissioners. Four
will be appointed by the three
school boards in the county
Four will be appointed by the
governor.

When the twelve seats have
been filled, the trustees will
meet to organize, take steps to
obtain a charter for-the col
lege, pick- a- president; then

vote count by 6:45, beginning

with Morganton No. 2 at 6:32
p.m., and reporting in about
this order: Icard No. 4, Silver
Creek No. 3, Lower Fork No. 1,
Linville No. 2, Lovelady No. 1,

led, tallied and totalled. No. 8.

ijuical of the tempo in The other
hich returns were reported to succession.

Carl P. Giles, chairman of the Chairmar
Mard of elections who was at cial canva-
he News Herald office, eight be made 1

precincts had reported their tion board.

1964-1984

Service»Education»Opportunity
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Historical Review Of WPCC

f

Western Piedmont Commu

nity College was chartered by
the North Carolina State Board
of Education on April 2, 1964,

as a community college sys
tem. The Board of Trustees,

comprised of prominent citi
zens from Burke, McDowell
and Caldwell counties, as

sumed responsibility for the
college and elected Dr. E.W.
Phifer Jr., as its first chair

man. From the very beginning

the citizens of Burke County
demonstrated their interest
and strong support of their

college by approving a bond
issue by an unprecedented
margin of seventeen to one.

Appointed by the Board of

Trustees in the fall of 1964, Dr.
Herbert F. Stallworth served

as the institution's first presi

dent. With offices located in
Morganton's City Hall, the first

classes were offered the follow

ing year at Central School,
stores, church education build

ings and other rented spaces in

the area. Over 400 full-time
g p

the area. Over 400 full-time

students were admitted in the
fall of 1966 when construction

was begun on a permanent

campus south of Morganton.
In August of 1967 Dr. Gordon

C. Blank became president.
Three buildings on the new 132-

acre campus were occupied on
March 25,1968, and plans were

begun for the construction of

two additional buildings. The

first degrees were granted in

June 1968. Western Piedmont
was accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools that same year and
was well along the way toward US'
fulfilling its purpose as a com- , , „, .... . _ , , . , _ .. „, , , „.
prehensive community col- Groundbreaking for greenhouse at Western Piedmont. From left to right: Dr. Jim mehardson, Chester

college center in 1977, space

was provided for additional
classrooms, a dining area and

student services. A nature
trail, tennis courts and fit trek

nal areas and recreational fa

cilities to
local citizens.

Mr. H.D. Moretz, dean of the

college and member of the

staff since its founding, as
sumed the position of acting
president upon Dr. Blank's res

ignation in 1978. During the
year construction of additional

classrooms and laboratory

space for technical programs
was begun with an Appala
chian Regional Commission

grant, and Western Piedmont

received the first of several
federal Title III grants to ex
pand student services and im-
prove administrative
operations.

Dr. Wilmon H. Droze, serv
ing as president from 1979-1981,
led the college in new direc
tions with the introduction of

an intercollegiate athletic pro
gram in basketball, tennis and
golf. The campus' bookstore
(The Book Cellar) was mod
ernized and enlarged; all

buildings were certified acces- $800,000 in scholarships, loans $7,760,000 and an equipment educational needs of the area,
sible to the handicapped; and an(j grants. Also during the inventory of $1,140,000, West- Our past accomplishments will
grant junds permitted an ex- year, a greenhouse was com- em Piedmont Community Col- be overshadowed only by our

outstanding friends of the col
lege, the administration build

ing and the science building

were dedicated as the W. Stan

ley Moore Administration
Building and the Frank C. Pat-

ton Science Building.
Since 1981 Dr. Jim A. Rich

ardson has served as the fifth

president of Western Piedmont
and directed its growth to new
levels of excellence. Through

program expansion, adminis
trative reorganization and

staff development activities,

Western Piedmont evolved a
process of reallocating re
sources to better meet the

changing needs of students.

The introduction of Cooper

ative Education and several

new vocational/technical pro
grams produced a record-

breaking enrollment of over 2,-

000 full-time curriculum stu

dents in the spring of 1982.

Over 700 students received

Square facility was opened L.
downtown Morganton. A fund-

raising project for a new voca

tional building was success

fully completed by the Western
Piedmont Foundation in the
spring of 1983. To improve
management practices, a long-

range planning process was

implemented to assist each
administrative unit in the iden
tification and planning for both

short-term and long-range ob

jectives.

In two short decades West

ern Piedmont Community Col

lege has grown from a dream
to become one of the outstand
ing two-year colleges within
the North Carolina Community
College System. Currently
serving 6,500 students per

year, its graduates have con

tributed significantly to the
continuing betterment of
Burke County and North Caro

lina. With over 138,000 square

feet of building space valued at

years
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Things You Like To See
This month marks twenty

years of service, education and
opportunity — Western Pied
mont Community College.
Dedication of the campus,

May 4,1969...

Western Piedmont Commu
nity College exists on a 132-
acre tract carved from state
lands adjoining N.C. School for
the Deaf and Broughton Hospi
tal. The campus boasted two
new buildings when it was offi
cially dedicated on May 4,1969.
On that day, Dr. Gordon

Blank was inducted as the col
lege's second president. In his
inaugural address, he recalled
the words of Woodrow Wilson:

"It is appropriate that a col
lege be set upon a hill. It must
be a place of outlook, and there
must be eyes in it that can
comprehend the things that are
seen, even the things distant
and vague on the horizon."

Stanley Moore was chairman
of the Board of Trustees and
master of the day's ceremony.
He spoke of the dreams which

had inhabited the land prior to
the college's existence there.
Moore stated, "Through the

years past, many persons have
dreamed of buildings that
might crown this beautiful hill

around which Mother Nature
has unfolded a panorama of
majestic beauty. But they were
still just vaporous, nebulous

dreams. Someone had to take
those dreams and translate
them into tangible facilities
that would combine something
of the spirit of the setting with

the practical utilitarian re
quirements of the educational
process."

That someone was the firm
/if A CL H/Iall nnr\ A ccn/^ofoc nf

Charlotte, whose architects
and engineers, builders and
craftsmen had created the fa
cility which was being for
mally presented to the college
that day. Official acceptance of
the facility was made by Rob
ert P. Carr, who was chairman

First round of construction at Western Piedmont during 1968-69.

thi'^m art fr» ??rthly mer Governor Terry Sanford, challenge facing Western Pied- Western Piedmont, like the

college. It is a place where 1960-64 had seen t
those who hate ignorance may community colle
strive to know; where those North Carolina
who perceive truth may strive T .. . „ , .
to make others see." In his speech, Sanford
With this formal dedication, WaiSun thr .self"«liance of

Western Piedmont Community £orth Carolinians, like those in
College had a new and perma- £urke . County, who had
nent home. And the citizens of brought. tne new educational

institution," Sanford stated,"
is one of the most challenging

that we have in any kind of
educational undertaking now
going on in the state of North
Carolina or anywhere else in
the country. Never has educa

tion been so essential. Never

college system, was created as

would asist anyone eighteen
years or older to grow from

whatever level of academic
ability he possessed to what
ever level he wished to

achieve. Sanford concluded
saying, "The mission of the
community collge, then, is peo-

buildings," C

so with the complete confi- resented by their association onstrated here, 'by taking" the Thei
dence that the wide acclaim president Terrv R Childers initiative to rpsnonri to our own ■ V ■: S £ny ] I measure to tne advancement
these functionally designed fa- expressed uS7gratitude 3£ff™»«w£t »n ™JSE 'AnoranAhan(is- T.here are.not, ?l civilization. Because I think
cilities have received is fully "Not too long ago," if-*-1 ;- -

cility which is a credit to the
.'high standards of both the ar

chitectural and educational
professions. These buildings
and the long-range master plan
represent an incalculable asset

to the people of this region.

cope with the educational chal
lenges of our generation and of
generations yet unborn."
Carr concluded with a quota

tion from poet John Masefield:

administration and the stu
dents, we have this college. To
our parents and to the citizens
of Burke County, we say
thanks for your moral support
as well as your financial sup
port. To the Board of Trustees
„ lr i~a:-_ _. ., ,

also. For through our com
bined efforts, Western Pied
mont is no longer a distant
dream. As you can see, it is a
beautiful reality."
The main speaker was for-

own investment in our own

future. This great new institu

tion, Western Piedmont Com
munity College, is one of the
results of North Carolina's
faith in itself. For the lesson is
clear: we can do whatever we

is clear, too: Western Pied

mont Community College is not

merely a product of past faith.
It is the tool of future faith."

significant

quires first-rate professional tion, all of the faculty and
leadership, and its success de- students in dedicating this new
pends on the broader volunteer great potential for the enrich-

layman support and partici- ment of the lives and the future
pation. With all community of all of t1

colleges and technical insti- Carolina."
tutes participating, we can

He described the difficult entire state.
portunity to the people of this
area.
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'Opening The Door' . . .
Western Piedmont Commu

nity College will celebrate its
twentieth anniversary during

April. In recognition of this
occasion, WPCC Drama 120

will present "Opening The

Door, an original docu

mentary based on the founding

of the college. This historic,
half-hour production will be
presented during Open House

at the college on Sunday, April
1, at 1:30 p.m. and again at 3

p.m. in Moore Auditorium. The
show will also be given on
Friday, April 6 at 8:30 p.m.

Everyone is warmly invited to
attend this special perfor
mance featuring a significant
aspect of our local history.
Presented in readers-theatre

style, "Opening The Door" is a
compilation of newspaper arti
cles, editorials, public

eeches and other primary
iirces dating back to 1962-

54. "Opening The Door"
chronicles the local grassroots

movement to obtain a compre
hensive community college for

Burke County. The words of

prominent leaders from Bur-

unique theatre piece. "Opening
The Door" reflects the demo
cratic philosophy and mission

mances of Opening The

Stanley Moore

—nked No. 1 in
nent among

priority areas

where community colleges
might be established in the
state.

the first five such colleges to be

established after the North
Carolina General Assembly en

acted the 1963 Community Col-

ingham County. The citizens of

Rockingham demonstrated an
eagerness for a college similar

to that exemplified in Moore
County. Editor Moore com
mented:
Moore: The people of Rock

ingham, with a record of being

cautious and conservative in
tax matters, knew what they
were doing when they ap

proved a comprehensive com
munity college. What they

were doing was authorizing an
investment in the future of
their young people which will

pay dividends that will make
the cost seem trifling. We be

lieve that when and if Burke is
given the same chance, the

citizens of our county will seize
the opportunity with all the

eagerness demonstrated by

both Rockingham and Moore.

Narrator 3: Finally on Jan
uary 9,1964, the State Board of

Education approved Burke
County as a site for one of the
first five colleges to be autho
rized by the North Carolina

General Assembly. The follow

ing Resolution was announced
from Raleigh.

Narrator 1: The State Board

of Education finds that Burke
County meets the require-

versary activities, call the col- "once in a lifetime chance.
lege at 437-8688.

OPENING THE DOOR ...
Phifer: I believe that now is

the propitious time for our

cial support required.
Moore: If Burke^ County is Narrator 2: Climaxing a

county-wide movement begun

Dr. Edward W. V

college can be-

u educational

bargain, the local share ap

pears small. It is unthinkable
that it can be regarded other

than favorable. There is no

ibt that an informed citi-

111 speak out over-

i economic and cultural

contributions to our area.

Narrator 2: After the State

School for the Deaf passed a

resolution agreeing to sell the

tract, no longer needed since

farming operations were dis

continued, as the site for a
community college and for no

other purpose.

Narrator 2: For easy acces

sibility to the largest possible
number of students for the
drive-in college, the steering

committee agreed that the site
was unexcelled.

Narrator 3: Dr. Edward

Phifer, Stanley Moore, Frank

C. Patton, Dr. P.N. DeVere,1

and other members of the

steering commitee began solic

iting endorsements for the

community college from civic,
political, fraternal, religious
and educational groups

throughout Burke County.

Narrator 1: February 7. The

Burke County PTA unani
mously endorsed a movement

to obtain a comprehensive

community college for Burke

County. The March 21 election

is backed by the three school

systems in the county.

Narrator 2: February 10.

The Valdese Lions Club passed

a unanimous resolution ap

proving a community college

for Burke County.

Narrator 3: February 11.

The Chesterfield Ruritan Club

is solidly behind a move to urge
Burke County citizens to get

out and vote for the proposed

community college.
Narrator 1: Directors of the

Morganton Chamber of Com

merce voted to give organized

support to the passage of the

bond election necessary to the

"-mt and operation of

. ensive community

" 7, .. &.

MorgantonOI£f7iythe fndus"
l: Stanley Mo

every opportunity

ral standards of our commu- je
nity. apD]

Narrator 1: This "propitious *£-
time" was January, 1962. The gai

speaker was Dr. Edward W. 8 Mnnrp
Phifer Jr. The occasion was ofMo
Dr. Phifer's inaugural address

as the new president of the

Kiwanis Club. His speech

marked the first public advo- [
cation of such a 1—

tion for higher edu.

Narrator 2: Dr. ]

not alone in recognizing the through"

comprehensive community

college in Burke County. The c

1962 Governor's Commission centurycentury.

Narrator 2: The second ref-

administration of former Gov-

elation. Dr. E.W. Phifer Jr.,
Morganton surgeon who is

chairman of a county-wide
steering committee, said he

tuition cost is low.

Narrator 1: Stanley Moore

called the occasion of the

lege Burke s brightest day.

Meadows has gone on record

as supporting the proposed

community coflege.

Narrator 3: The Morganton

dorsed a comprehensive com

munity college for Burke
County. The Club's resolution
came after Dr. P.M. DeVere

less ofthe operating expense. lea t0 aPP™va °t™f county
Moore: It was not surprising *s a coflege site by the State

tw cfw ctotn o™-™,oi ,„„? Board of Education. DeVere

But because

ers have provided the sort of

concluded:

DeVere: We are on the
doorstep of one of the greatest

opportunities Burke County

has ever had.

Narrator 1: February 14.

The Burke County Citizens

Committee for Better Schools

with TnterTtete^rforminTits ?.ensive comm^y college for

Continued on page 9
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'Opening The Door' . . .
Continued from page 8

Narrator 3: The Salem PTA

voted to endorse the commu
nity college proposal and to

work toward having voters ap

prove it in the March 21 elec

tion.

Narrator 1: February 24.

The George Hildebran Ruritan

Club voted to support the com
munity college.

Narrator 2: At the mid-Feb

ruary program and dinner

meeting of the Pilot Club of

Morganton, members were

unanimous in going on record

as supporting wholeheartedly

the college program and its
bond election scheduled for

March 21.
Narrator 3: February 26.

The Catawba River Baptist

Pastors' Conference voted to
go on record as approving the

proposed community college.

Narrator 1: The Morganton

Civitan Club announced formal

endorsement of a comprehen

sive community college for
Burke County and urged wide

spread public support in the
election March 21.

Narrator 2: During last

night's meeting at the commu

nity house, the Morganton Jay-

cees reaffirmed their
unanimous stand in favor of

the community college.
Narrator 3: February 28.

The Rutherford College Lions

Club voted unanimously to sup

port the college in the March 21

election.
Narrator 1: The Morganton

Junior Woman's Club went on

record to give their full support

to the proposed community

college.
Narrator 2: March 2. The

Valdese Junior Chamber ot

Commerce today announced
its support of a comprehensive

community college for Burke

County.
Narrator 3: The Kiwanis

Club renewed by unanimous
vote its support of the college

movement m Burke County.

Stanley Moore, editor of The
News Herald, received the Ki
wanis Club's Distinguished
Service Award for his work on
the community college project.

Narrator I: The Drexel Li

ons Club last night voted unani-

mously to support the

community college in the

March 21 election.

Narrator 2: After reviewing

the community college
movement with special em
phasis on the instruction it will

offer in trade, vocational and

technical fields, the Morganton

Lions Club last night reaf
firmed its support of an institu

tion for Burke County.
Narrator 3: Chairmen of

both political parties in Burke

County see eye-to-eye about

one election — the March 21

voting on a comprehensive

community college. This was

revealed today when the
county-wide steering commit

tee made public letters written

by N.O. Pitts Jr., chairman of

the Republican Executive

Committee, and Robert B.
Byrd, chairman of the Demo

cratic Executive Committee.
Narrator 1: Byrd and Pitts

are both members of the

county steering committee and

both urge public support for

the Burke County community
college. In his letter GOP

Chairman Pitts said in part:

Pitts: Because this is a won

derful opportunity for us to
improve our county, I hope you

will help by voting for the col
lege in a special election
March 21 and by urging your

friends and neighbors to do the

same. Burke County citizens

will be helping themselves by
voting "Yes." I sincerely be
lieve this is one of the best
things we can do for our

county.

Narrator 1: Democratic

Chairman Bob Byrd distrib

uted the following letter:
Byrd: I have given consider

able study to what a commu

nity college with its related
industrial and technical train
ing programs will mean to ALL

the people of Burke County,

and, in my opinion, the passage

of the bonds to construct and

maintain a community college

here will be a historical day for
generations to come in our

good county. I urge your ear
nest and wholehearted support

of the proposed community
college. Vote "Yes" on March
21, 1964.

Narrator 2: Wave after wave

of endorsements for the com

munity college flooded in. For

his efforts to win approval for a
community college in Burke
County, Dr. Edward W. Phifer
Jr. was named Man of the Year

for 1963. Stanley Moore, editor

of The News Herald, was the
principal speaker at the Mor

ganton Rotary Club's banquet

honoring Dr. Phifer.

Moore: Without Ned Phifer's

dogged perseverence and his
unrelenting and fastidious at

tention to detail in the harnes
sing of this widespread public

interest, Burke County would
not now be having the opportu

nity to obtain by its vote on

March 21 one of the compre
hensive colleges which the

State of North Carolina is in the
act of establishing. Without
Ned Phifer, I am convinced we
would still be sitting on the

sidelines, hoping that perhaps
in another decade or two or in
another generation we might

make up for our failure in the

years 1962-63-64 to get in on the

ground floor. The fact that the

State Board of Education,

through its Department of

Community Colleges, ap

proved Burke County as a site
for one of the five college units

in this tremendously worth

while concept of education is
the greatest personal tribute

that can be paid to Dr. Phifer.

It is an accomplishment of a
rare order.

Phifer: Even though I know

that there are people in Mor

ganton who deserve this award

far more than I deserve it, this

fact does not, for a moment,
detract from the pleasure and

pride that I feel when I realize
that I am the one who actually

did receive it. Some say that I

received this award for my
work on the community col

lege. If this is the case, I must

say that I accept it on behalf of

the many who nave worked so
diligently — sometimes sacri

ficing their own primary inter
est — to bring this institution

into our midst. This effort has

also had solid bedrock support
from the great mass of people

of this county, who are usually
smart enough to recognize a

bargain when they see one.
Narrator 1: With the March

21 election looming ahead,
much grassroots work re-

Conlinucd on page 10
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'Opening The Door
Continued from page 9

mained to be done to convince
the citizens of Burke County of
the educational bargain before
them. The Community College
Steering Committee began pre
cinct organization.

Narrator 2: Interested citi
zens from all over the county

crowded the community house
to hear talks on the community
college and to make plans for
pre-election and election day
efforts to bring out the voters.
Frank C. Patton, a member of

the Steering Commitee, was
the opening speaker.
Patton: I'm not one to advo

cate needless expenditure of
the tax-payers' money or the
incurring of bonded indebted
ness. But I consider the com

munity college to be a
necessary expense. It is the

most economical way of edu

cating our children. We're liv
ing in a complex world. When I

was a boy, there were men of
consequence and success in

business who could hardly
write their names. But such
success stories of the past are

no longer possible for the un
educated. A small business
man today must have the
rudiments of education if he is
to carry on. An education today
is a necessity if we are to make
progress in this land of ours.
We're giving to low and middle
income groups the opportunity
for their children to better pre
pare themselves for living. It's
tor all of us and for all the

people in Burke County — and
some adjoining counties. In my
judgment if we don't take ad
vantage of this opportunity
we'll be setting our county
back. I urge you to go to your
communities, to organize and
take this matter to the voters.
Narrator 3: Meanwhile, local

endorsements for the commu
nity college continued to pour
in to the news media.
Narrator 1: March 5. Pilot

Mountain Parent-Teacher As
sociation went on record in 100
percent support of the commu
nity college proposed for Mor-
ganton.

Narrator 2: Directors of the

Burke Fanners Cooperative
Dairy have unanimously en
dorsed a comprehensive com
munity college for the county.

Narrator 3: The Valdese
PTA has given unanimous en
dorsement to the proposal for a
community college for Burke
County.

Narrator 1: Members of the
Junior Order of United Ameri
can Mechanics are backing the
movement for a comprehen
sive community college for

Burke. ]

Narrator 2: March 10. The

Glen Alpine Ruritans voted i

Narrator 1: March 13. The
i Morganton Woman's Club
went on record this week as

supporting wholeheartedly, as
other civic organizations have
done, the move to bring a com

prehensive community college
to Morganton.

Narrator 2: March 17. The
Chesterfield PTA went on re
cord as being for the commu
nity college.

Narrator 3: The Forest Hill
PTA has endorsed the pro
posed community college and
voted to assist it in any way
possible.

Narrator 3: March 18. Attor

ney Claude Sitton, President of
the Burke County Young Dem
ocratic Club, invited everyone
interested in the college propo
sal to hear Irving Carlyle
speak on the subject: "A Com
munity College for Burke
County — A Vital Need." Car
lyle headed the 1962 governor's
study commission which rec

ommended the establishment
of a community college system
in North Carolina.
Narrator 1: After hearing

Carlyle, the Young Democratic
Club voted unanimously to sup
port a community college in
Saturday's special election.
Narrator 2: March 19. The

Hillcrest PTA reaffirmed their

vote of last year to support the
community college drive in
any way they could.

Narrator 3: March 20. With

out a dissenting vote, the

George Hildebran Parent-Tea
cher Association recorded its
backing for a comprehensive
community college for Burke
County.

Narrator 1: Friday, March
20. Burke voters will go to the
polls tomorrow to ballot on a

proposal for the establishment
of a comprehensive commu
nity college. The board of elec-
tions said the voting
machinery is in readiness at
the county's 38 precincts where
balloting will be conducted be
tween the hours of 6:30 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m.

Narrator 2: Reports from
throughout the county indicate
lively interest in all precincts.
Nonpartisan get-out-the-vote
campaigns have been under
way this week. Supporters of
the college said there is no
organized opposition.
Moore: There is reason to

believe that voters will ap
prove a comprehensive com

munity college for Burke
County in tomorrow's election.
Few causes have been so uni
versally endorsed. Practically
all organizatios — ministerial
groups, civic clubs, PTAs,

school boards, educational
leaders, business, fraternal
and professional associations,

unanimously supported.
Moore: The positive way to

demonstrate the spirit of the
county and to implement the
widespread endorsements is to
vote. No amount of talk and no
wave of resolutions can take
the place of a vote in the ballot
box. The decision in Saturday's
election is perhaps the most
important we will be called on
to make in this generation.
Certainly it is among the most
historic.

Narrator 3: Monday, March
23. College wins by landslide.
Narrator 1: 17 to 1 vote cast

for proposal.
Narrator 2: All precincts fa

vor community college for

Burke County.

Narrator 3: Burke County
citizens voted overwhelmingly
Saturday for the establishment
of a comprehensive commu
nity college. Fully 94 percent of
the voters approved the propo
sal.

Narrator 1: Piling up an un
precedented ratio of 17-to-l in
authorizing a bond issue, sup
porters of a college for Burke
County carried all 38 precincts
in the county.

Moore: Burke County's over
whelming vote for the estab
lishment of a comprehensive
community college is perhaps
the most impressive showing
of unity seen in this generation.
History will prove, we predict,
that Saturday's election was

one of the most important deci
sions in Burke County's history
and will bring in a new era of

progress marked by the start
of the college. Because of its
importance, there is enough
credit to be dispensed lavishly
to all who had a part in this
history-making project. Every
organization which supported
the movement can record in
their permanent records that
they had a part. There will
come a time when their succes
sors, heirs and assigns, along
wih historians who will review
this era, will concede that their
contribution to an enduring
cause far outweighs in impor
tance other current but tempo
ral activities.

Narrator 2: With the suc
cessful passage of the special
bond issue, the dream of a
community college for Burke
County could now become a
reality. The next step was the
appointment of a 12-member
board of trustees.
Narrator 3: Four members

were to be appointed by the
county's three school boards,
four by the county commission
ers, and four by the governor of
North Carolina.
Narrator 1: April 7,1964. The

three school boards in Burke
County met jointly to appoint'

Narrator 3: Dr. C.L. Walton,
Glen Alpine physician.
Narrator 1: Frank C. Patton,

Morganton attorney.

Narrator 2: Robert P. Carr,
a civil engineer and Morgan-

ton's city manager.

Narrator 3: April 13, 1964.
Appointment of four trustees

for Burke's community college
was announced today by the

board of county commission
ers. Commissioners approved
for the college board the fol
lowing:

Narraor 1: G. Maurice Hill,
president of Drexel Furniture
Company.

Narrator 2: C.E. Yoder, Hil
debran merchant.
Narrator 3: Thad M. Poteat,

assistant manager of Burke
Farmer's Dairy.

Narrator 1: Ben E. Hof-

fmeyer, superintendent of the
North Carolina School for the
Deaf.

Narrator 2: May 13, 1964.
Governor Terry Sanford today
announced appointment of four
trustees for the Burke County
Community College. Named to
the 12-member board were:
Narrator 3: Dr. E.W. Phifer

Jr., Morganton surgeon.
Narrator 1: Eugene M.

White of Lenoir, assistant su
perintendent of Caldwell
County schools.
Narrator 2: E.P. Dameron,

Marion attorney.
Narrator 3: W. Stanley

Moore, editor of The News
Herald.

Narrator 1: One note of sad

ness eclipsed the county-wide
elation over the founding of the
college. C.E. Yoder, a well-
known Hildebran merchant
who had recently been ap
pointed to the board of trustees
of the new Burke County com
munity college, died at his,
home on May 26.
Narrator 2: The board of

county commissioners named
the Reverend Clement Hahn to
fill the vacancy created by the
death of Mr. Yoder.
Narrator 3: Dr. E.W. Phifer

Jr was elected chairman of the

board of trustees of the Burke
community college when the
12-man board held its organiza
tional meeting.

Narrator 1: The board's first

responsibility was electing a
president for the community
college which had been pur
sued so vigorously by the citi

zens of Burke County. On

September 13, 1964, The News

Herald proudly printed the fol
lowing announcement:
Narrator 2: Dr. Herbert F.

Stallworth, prominent figure in

Florida educational circles,

has been selected as president

of Burke County's community

college. He was the unanimous

choice of trustees of the com
prehensive college soon to be

built in Burke County. In
speaking for the Board of
Trustees, Dr. E.W. Phifer Jr.,

chairman, said:

Phifer: We feel that Burke

County is fortunate in obtain

ing as president a man with the

broad and rich educational

background and experience
which Dr. Stallworth pos
sesses.

Narrator 3: The Burke

County community college,

which as yet existed only as a
charter from Raleigh, now had

a president and board of trust
ees to guide its future growth

and to insure that this institu

tion, from which so much was
anticipated, fulfill its potential.
Narrator 1: Among the myr

iad tasks confronting the 12-
member board of trustees was
the responsibility of deciding
on a name for the new college.
On October 23, 1964, Editor

Moore announced the college's
christening.

Moore: The name is now

official. It's Western Piedmont

Community College. Dr. Her
bert F. Stallworth, recently
selected as president, took no

part in the naming, a board

responsibility. But he had told
several groups of Burke citi

zens that the appeal and signif

icance of whatever name

chosen would have to be built
into it by the college itself.
Narrator 2: The dream of

securing a community college
for Burke County had come
true through the vision, dedica
tion and relentless effort of
many individuals. Now the

continuing challenge lay

ahead. On October 30,1964, Dr.
Phifer, chairman of the West

ern Piedmont Board of Trust
ees, made public the following

long-awaited, history-making
statement:

Phifer: Western Piedmont
Community College should be
ready to open its doors to re

ceive students by the fall of
1966.

20
years

proposed Burke County com- others — have adopted resolu- '
munity college. tions approving it and com- thonzed by Burke voters.
Narrator 3: March 11. The mending it to the citizens of Named to the 12-member

Morganton Optimist Club Burke County. Leaders of both board were:
voted 100 percent to support political parties are working Narrator 2: Earl M.Spenser,

.. -.«— hnnd tor it. Probably no public issue president of Valdese Manufac-
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Letters

To the Editor:

What happened to the good

old American spirit?

One day as I walked from
parking lot 1, I realized the

American flag was ready to be
raised. I stopped to show re
spect for the flag. Perhaps it

was just my military training,

but I felt good at my feeling of

pride to see the flag flying. My

(Reprinted from The News

Herald-1964))

There is reason to believe
that voters will approve a com

prehensive community college
tor Burke County in tomor

row's election.
No organized opposition has

appeared. Few people who at
the start entertained any reser

vations about the idea have
taken an opposing stand after
learning what a community
college is and what it can do for
Burke County.

Few causes have been so

universally endorsed. Practi
cally all organizations — min

isterial groups, civic clubs,

PTAs, school boards, educatio
nal leaders, business, fraternal

and professional associations,
Chamber of Commerce and
others — have adopted resolu

tions approving it and com
mending it to the citizens of

Burke County. Leaders of both

political parties are working
for it. Heads of business and
industry, including the largest

taxpaying corporations which

will be paying a large part of

the cost, are backing it. Proba

bly no public issue in this cen

tury has been so unanimously

supported.

But an everybody's-for-it at
titude breeds complacency.

Too much is at stake to take the
outcome of the election for

granted. The unknown factor is

the person who, for lack of
information or sheer negati

vism, may vote against it but

who wouldn't tell anybody in
advance and certainly

wouldn't admit it after the bal

loting is over.

The positive way to demon

strate the spirit of the county

and to implement the wide
spread endorsements is to
vote, marking all ballots "for"
the two proposals which make

up the community college pro

ject. No amount of talk and no
wave of resolutions can take

the place of a vote in the ballot
box.

Let no one be smug in the
belief that it will pass whether

they bother to vote or not.

Instead, let every citizen go to

the polls with the determin
ation that it not only will pass

but that it will be approved by

a decisive margin.
There are good reasons for

wanting approval by a sizable

margin. It will show any covert

oppositionists that they rep

resent a small minority in the
progressive citizenry. It will
create the positive aura of pub

lic support which will be a
wholesome environment insur

ing the success of the college
from the start, as contrastei

with a half-hearted and luke
warm climate which would

make difficult the proper gei>
mination of an important insti
tution. Decisive approval will

also show to the State Board of
Education and its Department
of Community Colleges that

Burke County is united in seiz
ing the opportunity for the role

of a pioneer in establishing a

comprehensive college unit,
one of the first five to be

launched by the State.

Burke citizens should use
their ballot to proclaim to their

neighbors and to the world that

they want for this area educa

tional opportunities which
many of their young people
otherwise would not have.

The decision in Saturday's

election is perhaps the most

important they will be called
on to make historic.

the flag is in place.

Second, people in cars should
also stop. You may or may not

get out of your car.
Finally, all talking should

cease. Radios and stereos

should be turned off.
I hope these simple points

will refresh the memory of the

people who have forgotten or
never knew how to show the

No Time, Burke County's

Overwhelming
(Reprinted from the March largest taxpaying companies state of the college.

23, 1964, edition of The News let it be known that because a Because of its importance,
Herald) community college would there is enough credit to be

received scath g remarks. choose to show respect or not is of a comprehensive commu- pay their part of the tax. The ing project. Every civic c

to respect the flag? Let me
take this opportunity to tell the
proper protocol for the raising
of our flag:

First, everyone within sight

of the flagpole should stop until

chatise those of us that do plan

to continue showing our re

spect for the old "red, white
and blue."

BARBARA R.J. RODRIGUES

Editorial Policy

The Pioneer Press will attempt

to accurately cover the current

school year at Western Pied

mont Community College.

Community events, state

events, and world events will

be reported as they affect the

college community. The staff

will leave current coverage of

such stories to the local news

papers which are better

equipped to handle them.

The editorial pages will

serve as a forum for the many

different facets of opinion

within the college, not only

those of the newspaper staff,

anil will be open to Western

Piedmont students, faculty,

and staff. All Criticism will be

toward constructive ends.

The publication of the paper

will be an exercise in accu

racy, responsibility, objectiv

ity, and independence and will

not be a public relations tool

for any part of the school.

The Pioneer Press staff ac

knowledges at all times its obli

gations to Western Piedmont

College, its readers, faculty,

and the administration so that

a high quality newspaper re

flecting the moods and events

at the college as they exist will

be produced.

unity seen in this generation.
It was something of a reve

lation to people throughout the
state. In the case of four other
community colleges autho

rized for this biennium to start
a system of such institutions in
North Carolina, they were ap

proved in county elections by
ratios of 4 1/2 - to 1 to 7 - to 1,

which means that Burke's

margin of 17 - to - 1 is more

than double the best record.

This is especially significant
when it is remembered that
Burke is the only one of the five
counties which has a real two-
party system. It is noteworthy

that both parties joined hands
in their voting, just as they did
in the initiation of the

movement over two years ago.

This shows that while the two
parties and factions within one

part engaged in primary con
tests can engage in bare

knuckle fighting, they can be
come as one when an impor
tant issue for the betterment of

the county arises.
It is not likely that any indus

trialized area can surpass

Burke in the unity with which
corporations, large and small,

favored such a college. The

$3 could not fail to be im

pressed by the fact that compa
nies whose added tax bill, on

the same basis, could run into
hundreds or even thousands of

dollars, thought it well worth

it.
There should be a keen sense

of satisfaction among those

who contributed more than

their votes to make a compre

hensive community college a
reality. If the campaign steer

ing committee ever undertook

to make public acknowledg

ment of their help, the roster

would be voluminous. In every

precinct, a corps of volunteers
eagerly offered to telephone

voters to let them know what a

college could mean, offered
their cars and their time to

hauling citizens to the polls,
and otherwise showed by work

in advance and on election day

that they realized what the
value of the institution would

be and wanted others to under

stand it too.

History will prove, we pre

dict, that Saturday's election

was one of the most important

decisions in Burke County's
history and will bring in a new

era of progress marked by the

zation, parent-teacher associa

tion, chamber of commerce,

manufacturer, merchant or
other business, large or small,
and individuals innumerable,
who supported the movement,
can record in their permanent
records that they had a part.
There will come a time when
their successors, heirs and as

signs, along with historians
who will review this era, will

concede that their contribution

to an enduring cause far outw

eighs in importance other cur
rent but temporal activities
which they may consider ma

jor in nature at the present.

This forecast is not, we be
lieve, the product of momen

tary enthusiasm. But it is
based on the assumption that a

community college, born in

such a climate of support, will
be organized and directed in a

way that will make it a vital

part of the cultural, educatio

nal and technical progress of
the county to which it will

make contributions limited

only by the imagination and

vision of those who administer

it.

The potentialities are unlim

ited.
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Naming Of College NursingProgra
it was September 1964. The

new community college had

won endorsement by the citi
zens of Burke County. It had a
board of trustees and a presi
dent. But before anything more
could be done, before staff

could be hired and before the
educational programs could be
developed, the college had to
be named.

The N.C. State Board of Edu
cation required that the words
"community college" be part
of the title, but the rest was up
to the local board. The new
college's board of trustees in
vited Burke County citizens to
propose names for the new
institution.

In his editorial of Sept. 1,
1964, Board member Stanley
Moore offered some advice on
the matter and some sugges
tions. These included:
Burke Community College,

Foothills Community College,
Piedmont Community College,
and Catawba Valley Commu
nity College.

"The trend in naming col
leges," Moore states, "is to
avoid titles which would seem

limited in its impression that
students from the area would
be inclined to go elsewhere.
The name should be distinc
tive, and it should be broad
enough to cover future growth

and to be used with pride by
generations who move up to
universities to complete their
education."

He cited Sandhills Commu
nity College in Moore County,
the first institution to be cre
ated under the 1963 Community
College Act, as a good example
because its name, Sandhills,
reflected the multi-county area
which it would serve.

Following this advice to fo
cus on regional names for their

college, Burke County citizens
offered several dozen sugges
tions.

Among the favorites were
Table Rock Community Col
lege, Blue Ridge Community
College, Burkemont Commu
nity College and Alpine Com
munity College. In mid-
October, 1964, Moore com
mented:

"Not to be ignored is the
sound which the name will

effect it will have visually as a

printed title through the
years."

He called for still more sug
gestions.

The Board's decision was

announced on October 23,1964,
by Board Chairman Dr. Ed
ward W. Phifer Jr.

"It was chosen by a process

of elimination," Phifer ex

plained.

Some board members who
were not wildly enthusiatic

about it at first said that

"It's a name that grows on

you."

"It's a good, solid name."
' 'The name didn't send me at

first, but the more I think about
it, the better I like it."
The article went on to ex

plain that the word "pied
mont" means the "foot of the
mountain" where the college

was to be located. The word
"western" denotes the specific
region of the piedmont to be
served by the college. It would
also help to avoid the possibil
ity of confusing this institution
with other colleges which

Began In 1966
The quality of health care in

the region can be traced in part

to the 597 graduates of the
Associate Degree Nursing pro
gram at Western Piedmont
Community College. The two-

year course of study began in

1966 with thirty students. Today,

WPCC accepts sixty students
each year into the Nursing
schools. Most remain and work
within a local five county area.

"The program has encount
ered a lot of change and
growth" according to Pat
Grumpier, coordinator of the
Nursing program at Western
Piedmont. "A great part of the
success of our program can be
attributed to the excellent and
diverse health care facilities
locally. They provide the
clinical experience necessary
for good Nursing education."
While nearby Grace Hospital

provides clinical experiences
for WPCC student nurses, other
clinical agencies which provide

Broughton Hospital, Western
Carolina Center, Foothills Nurs
ing Center, Autumn Care of
Drexel, Foothills Mental health
Center, and physicians' offices.

The ADN program at Western
Piedmont is one of only six in
the State community college
system accredited by the Na
tional League for Nursing. Ac
cording to Crumpler, "The ac
creditation involves a complex
evaluation of school, communi
ty, and clinical resources. >We
are fortunate to have been
chosen. It is also important to
note that WPCC students have
a ninety-eight percent passing
rate on their NCLEX-RN
(North Carolina Licensing Ex
aminations for R.N.)."

Chris Johnston, Adminis
trator of Grace Hospital said
"more than two-thirds of our
nursing staff are graduates of
Western Piedmont. We have
very high standards, am" "

generations to come and the mont" in their names.
ital, the quality of WPCC nursing

Catawba Memorial Hospital, students."

The old Central School location of Western Piedmont and the artist's conception of the modern Western Piedmont campus.
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Miss NC To Visit WPCC

Deneen Graham, Miss North

Carolina 1983, will be on cam

pus Monday, April 2, 1984, to
join in the 20tn Anniversary

Celebration. Miss Graham will
perform in the college audito

rium at 1 p.m.

Deneen resides in North Wil-

kesboro and is a 1981 graduate

of the N.C. School of the Arts.
She is currently a junior pursu

ing a Bachelor of Fine Arts

Degree from the School of the

Arts.

At the age of six, she began
training in classical ballet and

tap dance. Since 1978, Deneen

has given serious concentra
tion to jazz, modern character,

mime and voice. She studied

with Melissa Hayden, Mimi

Paul, Joysanne Sidimus, and
John Prinz of the New York

City Ballet Company; Eliot

Feld, Director of the Eliot Feld

Ballet Company; Hans Brenna

of the Royal Danish Ballet;

and Richard Gain of the .lof-

frey Ballet Company and Mar

tha Graham Dance Company.

Miss Graham also danced pro

fessionally with the N.C. Dance
Theatre.

Be sure to attend her perfor

mance on Monday, April 2,
1984, following the Western

Piedmont Community College

Birthday Party.

Miss North Carolina 1983
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Since the first classes were offered by

Western Piedmont Community College in

1965, the college has awarded over 3,000

curriculum degrees and diplomas, 3,500

high school and GED diplomas, and 60,000

Continuing Education certificates.

We are working for you Burke County, but

don't take our word for it ... just look

around!

Service-Education-Opportunity
1964 - 1984
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Open House Activities
Docu-Drama: "OPENING

THE DOOR"

— a play recreating the

founding of Western Piedmont
Community College

— presented at 1:30 and 3

p.m. in the Auditorium of
Moore Building
— presented by the Drama

Department and Cheryl Ox
ford.

"SPECIAL SCREENING
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN"

— a special dental screening
for children of ages 6 and under
(free!)

— the screening will be lo
cated in the Dental Assisting
Laboratory, H122

— presented by the Dental
Assisting Department and
Naomi Smith.

"AUTOMECHANICS: PRE
SENT AND FUTURE"
— demonstrations of compu

terized and mechanical tools
for diagnosing problems and
troubles

— the Auto Mechanics Shop

is located in C Building

— presented by the Auto
Mechanics and Shirley Smith.

"GREENTHUMBS AND
GREEN PLANTS"

— the greenhouse is open for
tours and questions conducted
by Horticulture Students
— the greenhouse is located

between H Building and C
Building (I on the map)
— presented by the Horticul

ture Department and Bob
Dockery.

"MINERALS OF NORTH
CAROLINA AND THE
WORLD"

— a special display of min
eral specimens located in the
display cases in the lobby of E
Building

— presented by the Science
Department and Fred Acuff.
'TINGER PRINTING"
— young children can be

fingerprinted for identification
purposes

— located near mobile crime
lab at H21

— Criminal Justice Club.

"LIBRARY RESOURCES
OF WPCC"

— the WPCC Library will be
open to visitors throughout the
Open House

— presented by the Library

Staff and Winston Lear.
"RESCUE STATION: Are

you lost?"

— student volunteers from
the Student Government Asso
ciation will be on hand in the
Breezeway to assist visitors
and hand out maps of the cam
pus.

"ARTIFACTS OF WEST
ERN PIEDMONT"
— a display of documents,

photographs, and memorabilia
of the early years of WPCC
— the display is located in

the lobby of Moore Building
— presented by the Histori

cal Committee.
"ALUMNI ART SHOW"
— a display of original art

works done by graduates of the
Art Program

— these works will be on
display on the upper level of
Moore Building

— presented by the Art
Alumni.

"HANDMADE PAPER"
— samples and works of pa

per made by hand from va
rious materials will be on
display in the lobby of Moore
Building

— presented by the Art De
partment, Raymond Goodfel-
low, and Mary Ann Zotto.
"MOBILE CRIME LAB"
— the Mobile Crime Lab for

the City of Morganton will be
open for viewing

— the Lab will be located on
the drive ramp outside of H21
— presented by the Criminal

Justice Department and John
Boyd.

"MEN, WOMEN, AND MA
CHINES"

— special demonstrations of
the use of the machines of the
Machine Shop located in F
Building

— students will be working
on projects to demonstrate the
machines and the work per
formed in this area

— presented by the Machi-
nest Program and Harold 01-
sen.

"SCIENCE: "THE ODD
UNUSUAL AND BIZARRE"
— displays of preserved

specimens of animal life with
the rare, the unusual and the
bizarre

— these displays will be lo
cated in E 114 and P 101

— presented by the Science
Department.

"PHYSICS: THE STRANGE
AND WONDERFUL"
— a special demonstration of

the Van de Graf generator plus
other curiosities

— the demonstration is lo
cated in P 110

— presented by the Science
Department and Al Setzer.

All areas open from 1 to 4
p.m. unless otherwise noted
above.

LEGEND

M W. Stanley Moore Administration

Building

P Frank C. Patton Science Building

C Auto Shop

D Boiler House

E Classrooms

F Engineering Sciences

G Student Services

H Vocational and Technical Classrooms

1. Handicapped Parking

2. Parking

3. Tennis Courts

4. Horseshoes

5. Volleyball

6. Driving Range, Putting Green

7. Lake House

8. Fit Trek Trail

9. Nature Trail

10. Outdoor Classroom

11. Shuffleboard
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20th Anniversary Celebration

Open House

Sunday, April 1 (1 to 4 p.m.):

All students, faculty, staff and
area citizens are invited. Che
ryl Oxford's historical drama

about WPCC, "Opening The

Door," will be presented in the
Moore auditorium at 1:30 and 3

p.m. Activities include a free

dental check-up for children
ages 6 and under, a special
demonstration of auto mechan
ics, greenhouse tour, mineral

display, guided tours by SGA
members, WPCC memorabilia
display, mobile crime lab, art

show and handmade paper dis
play.

Birthday Celebration

Monday, April 2 (12 to 2
p.m.)-:'5 All students, faculty,
staff and area citizens are in
vited to this event. Trustees

Bob Byrd and Charles D"'
will host the cake cutting, m
anniversary cake (You'll have
to see it to believeW) is being
prepared by Mrs. NeU Smith's
Continuing Education cake
decorating class. Cake and
punch will be served, and 500
anniversary balloons will be

released. Miss North Carolina,
sponsored by SGA, will per
form in Moore Auditorium at 1
p.m.

mentAssociatiWsiid the West-

' arbeque^P
"'udents,

for aduli
Music w

, horseshoes, v

Friday, April 6 (3 to 5
estern Piedmont facu
ff will host a reca|

of Dr. Herbjipr Stal-
Blank

ie, pa

college. S»
dents, faculty and fri
-vited to attend in f1"

anquet

Friday, April 6 (7 to 8 p.m.>:

An invitation-only dinner will

be held in the college cafeteria
to honor past trustees, founda

tion members and friends of

the college. Dr. Herbert F.

Stallworth will deliver an ad
dress. A special presentation of
the docudrama "Opening The
Door" will be held in Moore
Auditorium at 8:30 p.m.

Golf Tournament

Monday, April 9 (12 noon):

The Western Piedmont Foun

dation sponsors the 20th Anni
versary Golf Tournament at
Mimosa Hills Golf Club. Over
one hundred persons will par

ticipate in the event. The prizes
will be awarded during the
evening buffet dinner. Specta

tors are invited.


